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COUNTY COURTS: County courts in counties of the third class may
charge mileage for each trip in going to and

'Z from court,

‘ FILED
; July 21, 1948 _
Honorable John F, Wilson
Proa.l:in; :3650 7 /2‘ :L
Jurv County Court
Joplin, Missouri
Dear Sir:

This is in reply to your letter of recent date wherein
ou est an official opinion from this department in the
oll.::ﬁg language?

"Will you please furnish the undersigned -

with an official opinion on the question

of the authority of the members of the ’
county court in a countLor the second

class to charge and collect mileage for

each trip they make in holding court in

such counties?" !

In order for officers to be entitled to compensation for
duties performed in connection with thelr office, they must
be able to point to the statute mthorisl.ﬁ ngh nhaggu.
Cite Nodaway County vs. Kidder, 129 8.W. (2d4) 857. th

. that principle in mind, we loolk to the statutes- determine
whether or not members of the court may charge mileage for
each trip they make in holding court. Jasper County belng
a county of second clasa, we [{Ind that In Laws of Niszouri,
1945, page 838, the law which relates to the ¢ nsation and
mileage of m&i‘“ such counties, Seetion 2 the act Tixes
;h;lsularies of judges. Sectionh 3 of the act provides as

ollows: }

"The judges of the county court in counties
of the second class shall receive the sum
of' five cents per mile for each mile act-~
\ ually and necessarily traveled in the per-
formance of their offlcial duties., Al
claims for relmbursemsent for mileage shall
be in writing, and signed by the Judge
making claim therefor, and filed with the
clerk of the county court, Lvery such
clain shall show the miles traveled, the
date of each trip, the nature of the busi-
ness, and the places to and from whieh such & '
judge has traveled during the period covered. J

-



Hon. John F, Wilson -2

-

It will be noted from this section that there are no
limitations on the number of trips ju%:a may eharfc for
attending courts in their counties, only provisions
are that the miles traveled must be necessarily traveled in
the performance of their officlal duties. Prior to_ the
enac t of the 1945 act, Section ghS’ﬁ. R, S, No. 1939,
provided for the compensation and mileage of judges in counties
of the same class as Jasper County. This section limited the
number of times that judges of county courts in counties of
less than 20,000 inhabitants could make this mileage charge,
but 1t did not limit the number of times that judges of county
courts in counties such as J’agger County could make this charge
in any one year. A ently the lawmakers, by the enactment
of the 1 act, supra, have intended not to change the law
in respect to the number of times county Jjudges in counties
such as Jasper County may charge mileage for attending court.

CONCLUSION

From the foregoing, it is the opinion of this department
that Jjudges of county courts in counties of the second class
are not restricted in the number of times they -.I eh-.g:

avel in

mile which they actuall d necessarl
e Toinnte ot iy i R sl T S iy

Respectfully submitted,

TYRE W. BURTON
Assistant Attorney General

APPROVED:

J. E. TAYLOR
Attorney General
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