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Col. Hugh H. waggoner, Superintendent 
Missouri State Bighway Patrol . 
J etteraon C1ty. •tsaouri 

Dear Colonel Waggoner: 

Thia ia in reply to your letter or recent date requesting 
an opinion or t h ia department and reading in part as tollowa: 

•we request your opinion aa to wbetn.r or 
not a person whoae dr1Yer•a license ha• 
been revoked or suspended muat show rtnan-
cial responsibility be~ore the licenae 1a 
reinstated and must t his tinanc1al respon­
a1bilit7 be maintained thereafter until 
he no longer operates a motor vehicle on 
the highways o~ t l1s state.• 

The llotp~ Vehicie SatetJ ReaponaibilitJ ~ct, Lawa ot 
Missouri, 1945, page 1207, section l(a), reada aa rollowa: 

' . 

nWheneYer tn. Cammiasloner, .under &nJ law 
or thla State, suapenda or reYokea the 
license or any person upon receiving record 
of a CODYiction Of SUCh peraon Of &nJ 
of fense requiring such suspension or revo­
cation, or of ·• forfeiture or bail or col­
latera1 deposited to secure an appearance 
tor trial tor .uch offense, the Commissioner 
shall also suspend the registration for all 
motor vehicles regia~red 1n the na~ or 
such person, except tl-t he shall not sua­
pend such registration, unleaa otberwise 
required by law, it such person baa previously 
given or shall 1mmed1a tely g'1ye and there- · 
after maintain proof ot financial reaponal­
billtJ wlth respect to all motor Yehioles 
register b7 such person.• 

Section 3 further provi~es 1n subaectiona (b), (c) and 
(d): 

-(b) Such llcenae and regia tra tion aball 
remain suspended or revoked aQd ahal1 QOt 
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at anr t1me thereafter be renewed nor 
shall any licen•• be the~after is•ued to 
'such peraon, nor shall any motor vehicle 
be thereafter registered in the n~ ot 
such person until permitted under the Motor 
Vehicle Laws ot this State, and not then 
unless and until auch · pe~aon ahall give 
and thereafter maintain proof ot financial 
re apon aibili ty . 

• "(c) If a person ia not licensed, but by 
final order or· judgment ia conv1cte4 ot 
any offense requiring auspen1ion or revoca­
tion ot licenae, or forfeits &nJ bail or 
collateral depoaited to secure an appear­
ance tor trial for anr suoh often••# or 
tor operating a motor vehicle upon the 
highways witliout being licensed to do so, 
or for operating an unregistered motor 
vehicle upon the h1ghwaJ•t no licenae 
shall be thereafter 1saue~ to such person, 
and no motor vehicle shall continue to be 
registered or thereafter be registered 
1n the name of such person, until he aball 
give and thereafter maintain proof or 

· \ f inancial reaponsibili ty . 

"(d) Whenever the Commissioner suspends 
or revokes a non-resident's operating 
privilege by reason of a conviction or 
f orfeiture of bai l; such privilege ahall 
r emain so suspended or revoked ·unlesa auoh 
person shall have previously given or shall 
~ediately give and therearter maintain 
proof of financial responsibility.• 

It will be noted that whenever a license has been .uapended 
or revoked it· will not be renewed unleaa and until the llcenaee 
givea proof ot financial reapon a1b111tJ. The fUrther· condition 
of auch renewal is that said licenaee ·shall also thereafter 
maintain proof of financial respo~1b111ty. The intent ot the 
Legislature is ot primarJ concern 1n the construction ot 
statutea . The evident intent of the Legislature 1n thia ·case 
requirea that a license cannot be renewed unless .and until 
the 1.1censee not only g ivea pr~or or tinano1al responaib111t7 
but maintains auch proof 1n t:M future. 'l'hia ooncluaion ia 
atrengthened by the proviaiana or Section S ot said act, wb1oh 
is in part aa followat 
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"(a) The . suspenaiona required 1n Section 
4 ahall remain in ettect and no other 
motor vehicle ahall be registered 1n the 
name of such judgment debtor nor any new 
11cenae issue~ to aucb person for the , 
vehicle involved unleas and until auoh 
juagment is satisfied or atayed and the 
judgment debtor g ives proof ot t1riano1al 
reaponslbflitz · ja future, aa~erelha?ter 
provide , exoept under the oondttionil aa . 
herein atated 1n the next succeeding aeot1ona . • 

(Underscoring ,.,ura . ) 

The wording of the foregoing provisions regarding proot 
ot financial reapons1billty 1n the future 'ia plain and unam­
biguous and under the well aettled rulaa of ata tuton con­
struction must be g iven effect as written. 

OONCIDSION 

Therefore, it is the opinion of thia department that 
under the prov1aiona of the Motor Vehicle ~ety Reaponaibility 
Act, Lawa ot K1aaour11 1945, page 1207, proot ot financial 
reaponaibili ty" milst be maintained in the future by a licensee 
after the renewal of a previously auapended or revoked driver'• 
license . · 

Reapectfully submitted, 

DAVID OONNBLLY 
Assistant Attorney General . ' 
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3. E • TAYLOR "J #< 
Attorney General ~ 
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