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MOTOR VEHICLES: Motorcycle dealer!s license plat;es may not
- DEALERS 3 be used on automobiles offered for s

such dealers,

Jamuary 22, 1948
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Missouri State Patrol
Jefferson City, souri
Dear Sir:
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This 1s in to your letter of recent date wherein
£rict

you request an of
and question:

"A motorcycle dealer, whose business is
primarily the selling and exchange of new’
and used motorcycles, on occasion takes
in an automoblle and offers it for sale,

"The question has been raised by the

dealer as to whether or not he has a

right to use his motorcycle dealers

license plates on cars which he offers

for agle, in the business of his dealer
L]

ship

cial opinion on the following statement

The statutes providing for licensing of motor vehicle
dealers contain the toudﬁ provisions, Laws of Missouri,
1945, page 1195. Section 7 defines the terms "dealer,"”

"motorcycle” and "motor vehicles" as follows:

"fDealer,' Any person, firm, corporation,
assoclation, agent or subeagent engaged
in the sale or exchenge of new, used or
reconstructed motor vehicles or trallers,”

"tiotoreycle,' A motor vehicle operated
on two 1s."

"tiotor vshicle.' Any self-propelled
vehicle not rated exclusively upon
tracks, farm tractors,"

Section 8371 of the act, Laws of lissouwrl, 1945, page
1199, reguires dealers to make application for a dealer's
license and to pay a fee therefor. Thls section provides
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one rate for registration as a dealer, The nghmtinn
feo 1s nlm which includes two sets of number plates
for an additional $10,50, a duplicate set of muber ph&u
may be obtained by the dealer,

On the question of whether or not a dealer who hla motor-
.ﬂ“ dnl,or'c license plates may use these plates on automo-
b! sell, ntninkthaqmltimmub. :
doh.z:imdbym rormtmnhademrhﬂohﬂmw
of the motor vehicle laws. Subsection (b) of Section 8377,
Laws d’ Missourl, 1947, page 385, provides as roum; .

*(b) The plates issued to manufacturers
and dealers shall bear the letter "D! pre-
ceding the number and the Director of
Revenue 1s authorized to place upon such
number plates other letters or marks ta
distinguish commercial motor wehicles and
trailers and othor types of motor vehicles."

These provisions would euthorize the Director of Revenue
to have placed on plates lstters or marks to distinguish them
fron ingoa dealer's license for automcbiles or for motcr-
cycles Subsection (¢) of this same section provides

"(c) Before being operated on any high-
way of thils state every motor vehicle or
trailer shall have displayed the permanent
license plates or temporary permit issued
by the Director of Revenue entlirely un=-
obscured, uncbstructed, all parts thereof
plaintly visible and kept reasonably clean,
and so fastened &8s not to swing, On all
motor vehicles one plate shall be d!.sphwnd
on the front and the other on tho rear of
such motor vehicle, not less than eight
nor more than forty-eight inches above the
grmmd, excopt that on tralilers, motor-
cycles, motortricycles and motor scooters
oneplnt: ahnllbe aodiaplnyodonthnrur
thereof.

This section, it 111.1 be noted, requires a license plate
tobodhplqdmthetrmtmmrofuutwm
excopt trallers, motorcycl u-mmm.
Ihi.ohlm.lbcr-qniro&bodilplq one plate on the resr
thereof . Mmadulerinnotmwlummmﬂmm
license plate under this section, *hen he would not be
mummmumammmnnmmmm
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dealer's license issued to him to sell motoreycles,

: :f.unhcduhr'hmtm];inguththnm,thﬁn‘
think he would be subject to the penalties provided for in
m;oouan (d) of Section 8404, R. S. Mo. 1939, which reads
as followss : 2

"(d) Any person who violates any of the
other provisions of this article shall,
upon conviction thereof, be punished by
a fine of not less mrzvodellm
i +00) or more than five hundred dollars
«00) or by imprisonment in the
county Jjail for a termm not exceeding two
pn:, or by both such fine and on~
ment .

The sections .of the statutes hereinbefore referred to
and reenacted In Laws of Missourl, 1945 and 1947, were orig-
inally in Article 1, Chapter 45, which 1s the same article
referred to in subsection (d) of Sbct!.on 8404, hereinabove -
set out, Therefore, since the mot eaiorhuml:
one license plate 0 be displayed on ha rear of
sold by him, then he could not comply with subsection (b) of
Section 837'7, Laws of Kissourl, 1947, supra, and s a result
thersof, he would be subject to the penalties imposed by said
mum {d) of Section 8404, R, 3. Mo, 1939,

CONCLUSION

From the foregoing, it is the opinion of this department
that a motor vehicle dealer, who has motorcycle licemnse plates
issued to him by the Director of Revenue, n:yienot use such
plates on automobiles which he offors for s in the business
of a motor vehicle dealer, ‘

Respectfully submitted,

TYRE V. BURTON
APPROVED: Asslistant Attorney General
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