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CORONERS: Coroner of St. Louis City elected November 2, 1948, 

takes office January 1, 1949. Bond in amount of 
$10,000.00 must be given by said Coroner within 
20 days after election. ~--~----~ 

Xovember 12, 1948 

Mr. Patrick E. ~aylor 
Coroner at Court 
1)00 Clark Avenue 
St. U>u1a, Missouri · 

Dear Sir: 

F I l.E D 

fl. 

Thla ia in reply to your letter ot recent date requesting 
an official opinion or thia department, reading aa tollowa: 

. . 
"It ha• been the custom 1n the past for the 
Coroner-elect to take ott1ce twenty d&ya 
atter the general f!ection, which would 
be Iovember 22, 19~. ~wever, after 
examining the Lan or 1 ' loc. cit. 
page i405, Section 2, I ind thata 

" J . 'Each coroner ahall enter upon the dutiea 
or his ottice on the tirat day ot Januarr 
next atter hla election. • .. 

"Sections 1)228 and 132291 R. S~ •isaouri 
1939, require the Coroner to take oath and 
give bond 1n the .um ot one thousand dollars. 
Section 179 ot the Revised Code or General 
Ordinance~ ot the City ot St~ Louie, 1926, 
Chapter 9, Sec~ 179 requires that he give 
bond 1n the aum ot ten thousand dollars. 
Section 13230 B. s. Missouri 1939 atatea 
that 

"*It a coroner neglects to give bond within 
twentr days after hia election, · or ahall 
tail to give bond when required under the 
preceding section, hia office shall- be 
deemed vacant.• 

' "Q;uery: 1. Ia Section 13230 repealed b7 
implication or doea the Coroner-elect have 
to furnish bond within twent7 da7af It 
within twenty daya, for what period shall 
ho aecu~ the State and 1n what amount1 

•' 



.. J, . . ~ .. , 

Jr. Patrick B. tarlor •2• 

•2, D~s the Coroner take ottice on 
Januar7 1, 1948, or does he taka office 
twenty days after election?• 

• I 

Section 21 Lawa ot Missouri, 1945, page l405, the relevant 
part or which you have quoted 1n your opinion request, is 
applicable to the City of· st. Louis, and under the provision 
ot aucb section, the duties of the office ot coroner, tor 
which the election waa held November 21 1948, are to be assumed ' 
on January 11 1949. 

Sect.ion 1.3228, R. s. llo. 19.391 provides that coronera, 
before tbay enter upon the dutiea ot their otfioe, &ball give 
a bond 1n the penalty or at least tl,OOO.oo. Section 179, 
found 1n Chapter 9 ot the~evlsed Code ot St. Louis City, 
:e!'ovidea that the bond of the Coroner ot St. Lou11 shall be 
~o,ooo.oo. We believe that 1uoh requirement i1 a valid on• 
and is not 1n conflict with the state law--that is, section 
1.3228--since the state law requires only ·a min~ or tl,ooo.oo 
foX' the bond. · 

Section 1.32)0, R. 8. Mo. 19.391 provides that it the 
coroner neglects to give bond and quality within 20 days after 
his election, his office ahall be deemed vacant. We do not 
believe that Seotion 1.32.30 is inconsistent with Seotiori 2, 
Laws ot Missouri! 194$, ~ge 140$, 11noe the giving of the 
bond i1 a oondit on precedent to ~he assumption ot the ottioe 
and doel not determine the date .at which the dutiea or the 
office are to be asaumed. However, sino• Section 2, Law1 ot 
Missouri, 19h5, page ~05, provides that the dutiea of the 
office ahall'be assumed by the person eleoted ·on :anuary 1, 
following hia election, the bond ahould cover the period begin• 
n1ng January l, 1949, and remaining in full force and effect 
until the end or the term of office for which the candidate 
waa elected. 

CONCLUSION 

It ia the opinion of thts department that the coroner 
elected for st. Louis City November 21 1948, ~at furnish a· 
110,000.00 bond within 20 days after such date and that such 
bond ahall be 1n tull foroe and effect from January 1 1 1949, 
until the end of the term ot office for which the coroner was 
elected. It ia further the opinion of this department that 
such coroner takes office January 1, 1949. 

APPROVED I 

, J. E. TlfLOR 7.::1' 
Attorney Genera'! 

CBBsVLil 

Respectfully 8Ubm1tted, 

0. B. BURRS, JR. 
Aaaiatant Attorney General 


