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This is in roLly to your le\;ter of "')ril ~6 , 1!)~ , 
re uestin~ tho opinion of t 1:; depnl~tn!en'& OT,l the follo• ln .. 
quostion: 

" ... hoi.lld tho o.csccsor fi<.)Ul'() the tax 
trat ou~ht tc have been a3sessed w1d 
pnid in 1'o1-rtor years , or is it merely 
h_ s <iuty to !':!.x t' Lc value Jf the 
for..1or yonrs , ~U.1d ::hould the '-:ounty 
clcl.,~{ charge t H~ t'..:lOU.."lt of t;o.x <iue 
for co.1d omitted years?" 

Your question .i..J ~ J 'lCel•nod \d t~l th<: propo1• 1r.terprota-
t1cn and nssi ':7ll.1\mt 0.1. ... tico provided in 1oa:,o ubstitute 
for OUSO Bill •o • 469 1 paS::J'-id by the o3l•d 0:1eral \:Jse·n ly 
fm.d found in l.a\;s o~ 1s3ow'i , 194c: , at page 1;a9 , as .• :ollow:J: 

' 

'~f by nny noans any trac t o~ lane 
or to .n lot s nll be O"lli ttod in tbe 
a sses3."10u't o~ n~ y ar or 3eric3 of 
yonrs , an~ ~v ~ p~t upon the Rsse~-or'~ 
booh., t.'lc .......... 1"' • ~then discovoro<- , .Jne.ll 
be nJ3 es3ed ~y th\ n5 .... e .... oor fer t~o 
"(;ine bein..; , e.:.no placed unon his book 
before the bnmc 1~ ~eturned to the 
court , 1 ith all arreara , e .... o~ t~0~ which 
cu ,ht "o ~eve beon a~~essod a..-,.: Dcl.J..d in 
rorm&r 4oar~ c na1•, od "(;hareon:w
(Undor~corln~ ours . } 



I 

T0n0rnbl0 nobOJ"t .!. 1Cn ,h 0r - :J• 

... t 1.=:~ our opinion t;h11.t the underlined portion o ~ the 
statuto · lltJUl J '.)e lnve1•pretod :.,c., .ncart L a t 1 t ... ~ho as.;oo 
sor ' s duty to extend· tl o tax upon h.i.s a ... 5eosn t.mt fo r tho 
omitted Jonrs o.nc. o l nce t' 10 ..,ame upoP hi~ book before 1 t 1 s 
rotUl .. HOd to t,;hc e ot.rt . , ... 1 cr uu ;h noroall~ it \l o uld bo the 
clerk ' .J duty to extend "L o to.;~ undo1• t ho provi:Jlons of ection 
11048, .L.o't\';;J of i:3Jouri , l.L , po. ~<- 1 9vf' , ·, e thilJr t at a fair 
coz.h ... true l:.iOl of tho l an ;uuuo of t i 3 statuto woul e seem to 
nuk~ the extension of omitted taxes the duty of the asses~or , 
nno no t o ' the county clerk . I nasmuch as t t .ls io a departure 
from t n o procedure requ.il~ed by action 11048 , ruJ.d it is not 
set out i n too ... re t det~ll in ,ection 20 , we boliove that any 
lrre ~ulnrity resultins from 'thi~ procedure would prooably be 
cured oy ~..r.c t,;e.l'·.l.J of .. ec ~:,.on 21 of ouae ~~u.:>~ ti tuto for ·iou:>o 
"Cill "'o . 469 , _,aws of .J.3souri , lJ4.., , at plr;o l/89 , ~~'1ich 
roa ds ns foll ows : 

" An us:JoOfllnt:'nt o.: proporty Ol' chart>ea 
for taxes t noroon ahnll not oo con
sidered lllo;al on uccoun~. of o.ny l n 
fornal.i.ty in ~~ln the asses~ncnt , 
ol~ .i.n the to...t lH. t~ , 0.1.' on account of 
the ~1.ssoi;>s.ut:)nt no .., oei.n. · mauc or c o 1-

plotoa \ . .i. thin tho tlmo required by lav • " 

Co.tlclusion. 

The.t .. ofore , lt is ~,. h<... oplnlvn of thi J dopartmon L t '-la.t it 
is t ho duty of t~1e assessor to extend t 1e ar.toum:; of tax due 
on property o1itted fron the li~t in plovious yenro before 
roturnin ~ his book to tllf' court . 

APPROV~.D : 

J . r . 7\YLo, q ;:;':::? 
Attorney Gonet'« 
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Huspectfully submitted• 
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(Pr evious opinion #124 answered by letter dated April 21 , 1948 . ) 


