
TAXATION: Dirt ~~ving and hauling machinery use~ by foreign corporation 
contractor in work on railroad in Iron County , if present on 
January 1st, is taxable in Iron County . 

June 16, 194S 

Honorable • R. J . Hughes 
Prosecuting Attorney 

. Iron County 
Ironton, ssouri 

Dear Sir: 

FILE 0 

/fc$ 

This is in re ly to your l etter or recent date r equesting 
an ofr ·cial o~iidon or t his depnrt~ent and readin as follows : 

"The County Court has a sked me to rite your 
office for an opinion on mether or not the 
rolling stock belonging to a foreign corpo­
ration which is used on a job in Iron County 
and has been within the County for mor e than 
a year is taxable in Iron County. 

"The ~-Pac . R.R. h~s been having its grade 
cut down within ttis County, particularly at 
a pl<ace uu cull Ti p- top . '1'he job has been 
let to a pri~ate contractor, who has, in turn, 
sub-contracted parts of tho job . They have 
been at the ork now for more t han one year . 
:uch heavy dirt moving and baulins machinery 

has been in Iron County all that time em loyed 
i n t he ~arious JObs . This machinery is all 
wrat might be called rolling stock since it 
c~ bo moyed on its own wheels . 

- "Is such property taxable here as personal 
property?" 

Section 9 , Laws of isaouri , 1945, pa e 1799, reads aa f ol ­
l ows : 

"Jlll tangible personal proferty of business 
and man~acturtn~ corporat ons shall be tux­
able in the eoWlty in which such property may 
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be .situated on the first day of January of 
the year £or Hhich such taxes may be as­
sn~n ~d , and every business o~ manufacturing 
corporation havin~ or owning tangible per -

. sonal property on the first dry of January 
i n each year , which shall, on said date , 
be situated in any other county than t he 
one in which said corporation is l oeateti , 
3hall make r eturn t hereof to the assessor 
of. such county or township where situated , 
in t he same manner as other tangible per ­
sonal property is r.equired by law to be re-
turned." · 

Section 27 , Laws of issouri , 1945 , page 1782 , reads aa 
fo llows: 

"The r eal and tangible )ersonal property of' 
all corporations operating in any co~~ty in 
the Sta te of issouri and in the City of 

t . ~ouis, and subject to assessment by 
co~nty or to\\rnship assessors, shall be as­
sessed and taxed where situated . " 

.. 

Under the clear and direct wordin5 o~ the above- q:oted stat­
utes , the personal property of the contractor des Gribed in your 

·l etter which was in Iron County on January 1, 1948 , may be as­
sessed and taxed in Iron County as personal property. 

CONCJ.USI ON 

It is t he opinion of this department that tihero a foreign 
cor poration has contracted for worl{ on a railroad and hae ~­
chinery in a county on January let of any year , such property 
is taxable in such county as perso~l property. 

Respectfully submitted , 

APPROVED: 
C. B. BU.tU~S , Jr . 
Assistant At torney General 

J. E. TAt ton V/7 
Attorney GenenQl 

CBB :HR 


