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MOTOR VEHICLES: Invalid ' s chair•with gasoline motor not required 
to be licensed. 

!Tove"!lber 22, 1949 

Honorable Leo J . Harned 
Prosecuting Attorney, Pettis CJunty 
Sedalia, i'issouri 

- Doe.r Sir: 

F l LED 

cS J 

'.e have received your request for ~~ opinion of this depart-
ment , which request is as follo s : ~ 

"Will you pl ease inform -me net er or aot an 
invalid ' s c~air driven ~y a :asolL~e motor is 
required to nave a lloense under the laws of 
the ~tate of "issouri . " 

Section 3369, !o. R. s . A. provides: "Every owner of a 
~otor ve~icle or trail er , unich sh~ll be operated or driven 
upon thu hi~h aye of t~is state, shell , except as herbin otaer­
ise provided, cause to be filed~ ~ *an application for r ecis­

t xntion if.* * •" 

Section 3367, £·o . R. s . I•• contuins t 10 follo• ing C:eflnitions 
to be i.loed in connection :'lith t.1e :~otor Ve.1icle Law: " .. ~otor 
vol1icle- Any self- propelled vehic l e not operated cxclas ively 
upon tracks , except t'ar:1 trc.ctors . " "Vehicle--Any =.echanical 
device o~ w~oels , dosiH od pri .arllJ i2£ ~ ~ ~1 hwaze , except 
t .1ose pro ·elled or drawn by nu."!lan poYter, or t~ose used exclusively 
on tracks . " (.....,;.1phasis supplied) 

You will note that tne definition of vehicle requires tnat , 
in order to bo subject to the licensing regulations , the device 
in ~uestion ~ust be desi~ed pr~arily for use on ~i~1~ays . 
You have not ~·urnis 1od any det i led description of the vehicle 
about whic~ you nave inquired. However, an invalid ' s chair, as 
generally constructed, would ~lot , b y reason of the attuchment of 
a ~asolino motor, become a vehicl e designed prtmarilJ for use on 
hi ghway-a,. b11t would retain the characteristics of a davice 
designed for t r4e z)urpose or aiding a person, not otherwise 
physicall7 able to do so, to ~ove from one place to another in the 
performance of h is ordinar y activities . or couree , such a device 
mi~t be incidentally operated upon a hlghway, but inasmuch as, by 
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definition, the use for which the vehicle was primaril y designed 
dete~minos liabi l ity for r egistration, such incidental use woul d 
not render the owner liable to pay the motor vehicle registration 
fee . 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore, t his department is of the opi nion, that by 
reason of the definition of tho word "vehicl e" in the Motor 
Vehicle Act (Section 8367 , Uo. R. S. A.), an invalid ' s chair 
driven by a gasoline . motor is not required to be registered 
and l icensed as ~ motor vehi cl e . 

APPROVED: 

J . E . TAYLOR 
Attorney~ral 

RRh :mw '1 1;:1 

Respectfull y submitted, 

ROBERT R. ~1ELBORN 
Assistant Attorney General 


