
CHIROPODY: Peroon .idvertising as "orthopedic s~1oemaker" and 
"foot appliance spec i a list" is engaged in practice 
of chiropody . 
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February 20, 194d ;i/ 
L. A . Han~en , D . ~ . ~ • 
.JC. Cretary 
Ni ssouri St c1te Board of Chiropody 
702 Jnukert Juildinc 
Kc.nsas City , l.i ~,~ouri 

.ue...&r Sir: 

\,c h ... ve rece ived .lOU-r request for .1n o. inion of t his 
departlrlent , which r equest is as f ollows : 

- IS ~ccrctary of the r i ssouri dt ate Board 
of Cniro.Jo<ly , I am confror~ted with a 
situation "'nich ~ Lhali aPpreci a te your 
opin:~.on , whet.ner 01 not it is a violation 
of tm.. C11iropody ct . 

11-nclo::;ea you will .f ind an advertisement 
in th~ ' K.J.n~as City Jtar' on lovemver 30, 
194 7 , of• J rtmes Vantol~ , 3319 Troost , Ka .1sa s 
~ity , l~i s ... o ...: ri . You will l.LOticc in this 
advertis ement tha t part of it reaus , .. uo'te , 
' 10 will sto~ t he settlinG ana co1aor~ your 
fe t '"dth our l eat.ner and felt arch supports 
made to your indivi dual foot meu.surement . 

" .,e gr~dually build your arcn Dupports up 
to nont•.ll over a periou of 90 aays , plus 
our co~Iortable, free s~rvice . ' Unquote . 

"In .... y or ir,ion , t ne a bove statement would 
maKe t ne pco. ~e oelieve that he is maki ng 
a sup ort ror tne individual and then mak
i n , indivi aual ad j us t r.ent& for health pur
po~bs , rather than sellin1 a s tock support , 
accordint to si~es made and sold as a pi ece 
ot n \,;rc.Ianc.ise . 

nyou ~ ill notice in t.1i s ad vel tisement that 
he i s holding nimsel f' out as a foot appliance 
srec iali st , one v..ho knO\tS '.01fr a shoe l"lit.n an 
arch su,_ ort should be fit t o be co~ortable . 
It is my opinion that he is trying t o make 
tne . eopl e believe that ho h~s a SICCi~l 
knowledge ret ardi nc the £oot . " 

' 



L . •\ • Han:;,en, .u • .,) . ~ • - 2-

On .November 3, 1947, this aepart me.nt i s:;ued to JOUr .. oa r d 
an opinion , copy of which is enclosed her ewi t h, to tue effect 
that one who is not licchsed to practice chiroJ ody, c1nd uao 
adverti.3es and holus .. 1ittsclf out as ~ " Junciforl!l Specialist" 
violetes t he ,.,rovisions or .Jection 9JOO, .t. J . Io . l.;~3 J , wnich 
pror.ibits t .... t. t=-ract i ce of c,J.iroyoc..y uithout ..t liccl.se . The 
J rinci~lcs hn ich \ ere appli ed in that o ~inion are , ~e believe , 
c.t, lic-.Lbl E- to the •re::H:mt situation • . ln tdi.., cas& , t.he person 
a dvertiLc:.:. h i msel f as a "foot ap ;li~- ce speci a l i st . '' Dy dol nr 
no , nc. purports t o treat tne foot by n11echanica l m(;ans , " which 
is, under Section 9J01, 1t . S . 'o . 193~ , pri ma fac i e evi dence of 
tn~ pr~ctice J~ c"iro. ody . By so d~weltisiug , hb also pl~ces 
hi ... sclf beyonu l..hC c.~cntption proviaeu by s ct ion 9U09 , Ai . S . r:o . 
1939, which cxter•ds to manufa cturers d.nd dealers in s 1oes or 
correcti vc ap.Jli .. lncos for ucformc<.1 toet, t hat ~c.ct.ion expressly 
!JrO"'Iidinc t.hat ~ucn u.::.nufac turers d .. 10. nedlers shall not be 
entitled to pract~ce chiropo y unless licensed to do so . 

One \1ho u.dvertises as an "ortno uedic shoemaker " and "foot 
appliance SJJecia lis t " is Cn(.a~eu in t_ ... e pr a ctice Of ch i ropouy 
under ->CC vi on 9o01 , • •Jo ko . 1939 ; clnU , i f he aoes so without 
a license to practice cniropouy , viola t es uect~on 9800, K. u . 
l o . 1939. 

J . . 1'.1 YLOd Zf4 
a ttorney Genera l ~ 

H . : LR 

Res pectfully submi t t ed , 

UOil • ...t~T R. ....LBO U 
ASsistant .attortley General 
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