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Money ~annot be expended by the Stc.:te ou.v of: exi sting 
or pr oposed appropriati ons for the purchase of the 
Veterinary Bui lding located on the State Fair Grounds . 
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~·larch 1, 1948 

Honorabl e To, 1 R. Dougl a ss 
Commiss ioner of Agriculture 
Jefferson City , Missouri 

Dea r Sir: 

Thi s i s i n r eply t o your l ett er of recent dat e , r equesting 
an officia l opinion of t his department and r eading as f ollows: 

nwe a re inclosing certain documents r elating 
to the sal e of the Veterinary Building lo-
cated on t he St a te Fair Gr ounds at Sedalia, 
Missouri. 

"We would like to make a settl ement of t his 
matter, and t her ef or e , I r espectfully re
quest an opinion a s t o t he legality of. the 
payment out of pres ent f·Ii ssouri State Fair 
appropriations or a dire~t appropriation to 
be made i n the f uture f or t he purchase of 
this building by t he St a t e of ~1500 . 00 to 
t he Missouri St at e Vet erinary L ledica l Asso
ciation." 

The documents you enclose are (1) a l etter signed by Charles 
V. Green, Secretary of t he ~ssouri Stat e Fair, dat ed Febr~ary 
27 ' 1940 , in which it is stated t hat the minutes of the rlissouri 
St ate Fair Boar d show t hat t he Stat e Fair ~oard agreed with repre
sentatives of the llissouri Vet erinary Medica l Aszociation t hat 
such As 3ociation m uld build on t he State Fair Grounds a Veteri
nary Bui l ding , and ( 2 ) a r emorandum of Agreement signed by cer 
t a i n pe_ sons as r epresentatives of t he ~·l ssouri Veterinary f1edica l 
As sociation and by Jewell ?~yes , Commissioner of Agriculture, and 
Charles ~ . Green, Secretary of the State Fair, whereby the ~tls
souri Vet erinar y J~edical As soci a tion r el eased and t urned over t he 
Vet erinary Buildi ng on t he St ate Fair Gr ounds t o 't he hissouri 
~tate Fair fo r a purported consider ation of ~1 . 00. It is pro
vided i n such agreement t hat t he Party of t he Second Part, that 
is, the Missouri Stat e Fair, t hr ough its r epr es entatives , Jewell 
Hayes and Charles • Green , [.gr ee t o assist and cooper ate with 
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the ~lissouri Veterinary r. edical A~socistion in asking an appro
priation by t he General Assembly for compensating the Associa
tion f or the val ue of its invest1Jcnt in such buildi ng . 

We have examined t he agreement entered into between the 
Association and the State Fair, as represented by J ewell Mayes 
and Charles ··t. Green, and it is our opinion that such agreement 
is a good and valid transfer by the r~issouri Vet erinary _ ~edical 
Association of all right , title and interest i n such building 
to the Mi ssouri State Fair . 

Since the clear and COuiplet e t itle to such building is now 
i n the . .issouri State Fair , t-Ie are of t he opinion that t he Com
missi oner of Agriculture , or t he J.·i ssouri State Fair, is without 
authority t o expend money either out of a pr esent or contemplated 
appr opri ation in or d.cr to ·purchase such buildinJ f r om t he !~S
souri Veterinary :edical Associ ation. 

It i s to be noted t hat there is no provision in the con
tract which purports t o make the transfer of t he right , title 
and interest of the Association to the tissouri State Fair de
pendent upon an appropria tion of any amount of money for t he 
building , but t he only provision is one which sta tes that t hose 
who sign f or the lfi ssouri State Fair will as:;1st the Associati on 
i n attemptin~ to get an appropri a tion by t he Genera l Ass embly. 
The agreement i tself vests all right, title and interest of the 
Association i n t he r•i .. souri State Fair f or the stated considera
tion of $1. 00. 

Since we ho l d that t he agreement was a good and valid one , 
and binding on both parties , we deem it unnecessary to discuss 
whether or not the constr uction of the building on the ~~ssouri 
State Fair Gr ounds , at the time of such construction, vested 
title in the building t o t he lissouri State Fair. 

We do not a t t his time pass upon the question of whether 
or not the lassouri Veterinary I:.edical Association could , by 
court action , have the agreement set asi de , but so long as such 
agreement is not set aside by t he Associati on, it is a good , 
valid and binding agreement , and title t o t he building is now 
vested in the r.a ssouri 3tate Jtair. 'l'herefore , t here is no 
title , right or interest in t he As sociation f or which t he Com
missioner of Agriculture , or the Missouri State Fair , could pay 
t he Association . 
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CONCLUSI ON 

It is the opinion of t his department that t here cannot be 
pai d out of any present or contemplated appropriation any money 
t o the Wdssouri Veterinary ~edicdl Association for t he purchase 
of the Veterinary Building l ocat ed on the Mi ssouri State Fair 
Gr ounds. 

APPROVED: 

J. E. TAYLOR 
Attorney General 

CBB:HR 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. B. BURNS , Jr . 
Assistant ~ttorney General 
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