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Honorable Hugh P, Willlamson
Prosecutling Attornsy
Callaway County.

Fulton, Mlssourl

Dear MNr, Willllesmson?

Your request of December 17, 1945, presents
the followlng quesationt

Under the present statutes, and the New
Constitution what compensation is a County Assessor
entltled to for acta performed or service rendered?

A County Assessor 1s a public offlcer,
Authorlty for that statement mey be found in Corpus
Jurls, Volume 46, page 985, and especlially the case:
of State va. Montaya, 20 N. Mex. 104, 146 P. 956,
which held a Deputy County Assessor to be a publilec
offliclal., Tax Assessors have been classifled as
publlc offlcials., McKay Hadlo «: Telegraph Co, vs.
Town of Cushing, 162 A, 783, 131 e, 333.

Being a public officer, a County Assemsor

18 entitled only to such compensation as 1is provided

for by statute, See Nodaway County vs. Kildder, 129
S.We (24) 857, 344 Mo. 795, and Colemen vs, Kansas

Clty, 173 S.W. (2d) 572, 351 lic, 254.

Therefore, under the cases and rules announced
therein, the County Assessor must show statutory
authority before he 1s entitled to collsct any com=
pensation for services rendered or acts performed.

The effect of the Constltution of 1945, upon
exlisting statutory provisions 1s found 1n the Scheduls,
Section 2, page 140, where the followling 1s found:
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"Sec, 2o Effect on Ixlsting Laws,we
All lews in force at the time of the
edoptlion of this Constitution and
consistent therewlth shall remain ih
full force and effect until amended
or repealed by the genersl assembly,
All laws Inconsistent with this Con-
stitution, unless sooner repesled or
amended to conform with this Gonstl~
tution, shall remain In full force
and effect until July 1, 1046,"

"CONCLUSION,

It 1s, therefore, the opinion of this office
that the County Assessor is entitled only to those
fees provided for by the statutes of Missouri, Fur-
ther, under the New Constitution only those laws ag-
tually repealed or amended, since the adoption of the .
New Constitution, will affect the fees payable to the
County Assessor,

Hespectfully submitted,

WILLIAM C. BLAIR
Asslstant Attorney General

APPROVED:

J. E, TAYLOR
Attorney Genersal
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