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: RfFFS{"‘ -~ TUnder House Bill 89%.€he sheriff 1s responsible
4 "SEE 7 for feeding prisoners in the county jail in

» COUNTY COURTS: countlies of the third classe

ﬁbﬁyj | | FILED
|

July 10, 1946 - f; :3

Honorable D, Wilson Gil:uore
Asgistant Procecubting Attorney
Scoitt County

Banton, i ssouri

Dear Sir:

Your letier has been recelved requeating an olfficlal
opinion reading asg rTollows:

"The Gounty Court of Scott County request
information from your Office conearning in-
terpretation of the Legislative enactuwent
concornling feedlng of ovrisoners in the County 8
jail. )

"Wo doubt you have received other inquiries
on this subject. Wone of the County CGourta
in the surroundlng Counties seems to know
Just what they are supposed to do under the
new law, :

"If your office hes rnrepared an opinion on
the subjeet, we would like to have a CODY .«

If you haove not oreparnd an opinion, would
you ploase advire us as to your interpreta=
tion of the new law providing that the County
Courts are to assmume the responslibility of
foedlag prisoners in the County jail."

Investigation disecloses that Scott County has & population
of 30,377, und an assessed valuation of $16,0:4,202.00, thus
bringing it within the category of countiecs of the third clasgo,

House Bill 8929, enactod by the 63rd Csneral Assembly, wae
passed with an ewmergency clause, and vn.s approved by the Governor
on April 19, 1946, thus making it effective ans of Lthat date,
This pill pertains to sheriffs in counties of the thivd clasa,
and BSection 4 of the bill, in part, provides:

"The sheriff shall have the custody and care f
of persons lodged in the county Jall and snall
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furnish them with clean quarters and whole-
some food, AL the end of each month the
sheriff shall submit to the county court a
statenenl supported by his oath or affirma-
tlon of the actual ecost incurved by him in
the feeding of persons under hls custody
together wlth the names of the persons, the
numoer of days each spent in the jail, and
whether or not the expenditure 1s properly
chargeable to the county or to the state
under the law. The county court shall audit
sald statement eand draw & warrant on the
county treasury for the amount of the actual
cost payable to the sheriff, # # ="
(Emphasals ours)

The wording ¢f this section is unambiguous end clearly
places the duty and responsibility of feeding persons lodged
in t he county jail upon the sheriff, Section 4, supra, furs
ther provides that the county court shall draw a war-ant on
the county treasury to reimburse the sheriff for the actual
cost incur-ed by him in the feeding of persons under his
custody, after a proper statem@ent as preseribed in this sec-
tion has been submitted to the county court by the sheriff.

- Further, it is our opinion that Section 4 of House Bill
899 places no responsibllity on the county courts of third
class countles for feeding persons lodged in the county jall.

- Respectiully submitted,

RiCHARD F. THO PSON
Assistant 4ttorney General

APPROVED:

Je. L. TAYLOR
Attorney General
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