
I 

TAXATION: ' The mode of assessing gas companies for tax purposes. 

October 14, 1946 

Honorable Clar'·1nce ~~vans, Cha ir 1rinn 
State Tax Couunission 
Je/fcrson City, Nfi:Sfuuri 

Dea:e ~.;ir; 

s } 

FILED 

ell 

•:rJ-tis is in r;:rp . .Ly to yoi..l:r:S o:C recont. date TJhc rc in you 
submit to this depurtrr1ent a r~~cpieKt J.'or e.n opinion which 
reatis as follows: 

"lfur many ym,.l',r' it hefl he8Xl the r<:Jco;~nizoc1 
practice :Cor t;.lJ.;.; .''cSSb:;;c;oJ.' (If tJw Oi ty ot' 
:Jt. I, ui ~~ L1) Qn;c:n s;: rul th; nrOl)ertv of 
the Laclede (1.,''\S I.:ir)1t CcHmany ~ 'Now'~ how­
ever, 'i;1H:J LacL~de . ~~n~; Lit•h t. Go"ITK'ny, 
throiw)l tlleh.' '~rice Jh'Hnit'1eilt, li.obc:rt '.''. 
Otto, .ban filod. o ::::lte.terdnnt vd.th the 
J.'11issou.ri t)t~atc; r!'ay Co:rnmission in v,rldc.ll he 
olaimH th:::; t, 1..mc: :~r th c:J lo:. ·, it i:.:: the duty 
of the JO.Gsuu1·i Ut\:<te ~Ca:x Commission to 
asS8Rn the dH ~ ri butn :,lc proporty owned 
by gus co.:n HJ.nics. .·o V.Ji,i!ld be greatly 
pleasect if yo11 -rJ .. l.l rdve un your o;~dnion 
aD t~o vvlLt; t.-~-~- ,,:~r the --~~s n (~ n f1f)J' t) .f' t }1R C li>y 
oi' ~3t·. I~ou.tu SI".i•~tLl~Ld_ c:~.JlitlrlLlL to FISneeB t:tll 
tide·. rJl·op,;:r.·t:;, or ~· h··Vu3I't us th'--; I.nclede 
Gas ~Lir;ht; Gou•)c..m~r ourrt;:Jwi~-i, it :~ho l_{i 1Ju 
ass or·: s t) cL ·!J:; t LvJ _ .'_: 1 · :·.~ :_; 1.1~,_- 1 ::· ~ i~ ?·. t e: ~t r~~.:,-. OoJll· -

miss i·~)ll.. 

rtJfor your co:ovuni~;nce, v:e e J."(~ nttani1 :l.ng 
hel'Fr i tb L"lttd!' o:i' .f.Ib:. utto, in ·~;":;:i.eh he 
cites sc;voraJ :r:Jo: on.s \:'lh.:,· the Lt,~te Tax 
Comr:linsiun ;:;ilO·•ld u t;;c:.~;s~ tl: e l)l'opnrty. 
Anwn·: o;,Jw:t oito.t i.uxw l!n quote~., sub··Sectiun 
L~ o c sec·t ion lb of ll•,) n2o DiLL ~)~?.8, w.hich 
·~uns Ol1aeted_ ~b:f tlln o~:_<[~(l. G~·(-;l1J:3~ra.l iLSDeJJJ.bly. H .. 

Tho qu8s'tion :propoundod involves the=; mode of ru::sesnmPnt 
of the Laclede G·as· L:l,r,'h't Corr!'J:..:lr:.:.'/ o/ :':t. 1-:,un.tB. 'c havn. 
examirwtl the memorondum rmbmi t i;EHJ by the gaG compan~r to your 
depart,,.:ent anu wl·.ich vnw sent b~r you to thi:::-: de1mrtrnnnt. It 
appears from tid. s in.emornnoum tbs.t. the r~au COifl''tl.ny l!3 o_f the 
opinion th~:<t thu tax t1Jl its i)J.ant in ;;t. LuFis should be 
assesGed by the Dtute 'l'ux Cotmlls s:ton. 'ro stq)port it::! con·· 
tc-Jntion, it :relies pr·incl!)ullcy .u·p,_!n tho p:rovisirHW of' 



lion. Clarence :u;vsns (2) 

sub-section lc~ ot' nectton lb of UoUSl"'l Uill fJ~3R, onnctod hy the 
5~-Jrd GEme :raJ iW:JuHbly an(L s:L{:;.t1:H~ by i~iw C}oy. ~ rn()r on nocembor 
19, l94D. 1l 1his su1J-scct:Lu 11 J':;ll: 1 ~~ us f'Ollov'i:::\: 

n'I1.lle Omn~nlsston. fJ.hu11 huVt:J :,h_o e~rclusivo 
povver o:t orio:inal uE~Wf.Jr~m,:nt oL' l'ailroacl.s, 
ru:l.Lcoali C::l1'2, roLlij1;., toni:, r;tret'Jt. 
ra 'l:r"o·-- ~~ f' '·J'i··.!'t ~lf .,-,,-.., --:-- -··1-.,""'r,( 1Jll +<"J .. ~-..l,),t'tr.'llt"' l \:;)_(_,_,_,, I,_·-'·,,~,::;,:.·, ,,\~_ Cb 2t;. • .. , • "-'.·'> . .!. -' f 

exp:ce;Js COJ:l.·)Dn:u:J8, JY otl<G}" 8lmil<'<r 
. 1' ti-L'. . . ~ pub lG u ·, rcy .cor ·:'D.'t>: ·t.J .. ~'l' s, comlJUn ..... es 

and firms. :·• ·: ~H, 

In the mnmoranr:lLU!l subrilitt,r-:3d ty thr:; W'U-> co -rt_ >1H1y, t_t.e cuse 
of State ex rel·. <otJln v. Lesu~x·, Jlil S.ir. PGF.'\,889, iG clto(l 
because it lays dcnvn .c~ nrincL)lC; 011 ';~lc c:ui:.} .. o:d.ty Of t:::ndn:'~ 
:-1utl1oritios to ;J.n:~Jc:3r~ utuJ a:-Jllact, tc.-t:x_clq. 11'l1c-1 ·;~---ir·irlei.-~?:Lr; ~,.CJ: 

nIt iB not. l<'Jf't to the: !AlY "Jf'>r;oG:''·Ol' o:c 
'Gw::.' co.tlectoJ.' to ;_:.;:;_;' whot ·-;:ru~)erty o:r 
\\hat inteJ.,~frL~; in )):L'O,Jerty ur'' to he 
taxed. Uwhn" u~.n: sy-stc:hl o~ t~l::~·d~ion, 
tlHJT u c -"ln 1:1<1 rw lcr .. i:'ul eo lle u t io11. of a 
tax until tllCl'f:l is c lawtul arJS(:HJSi•lent, 
nn~.; t.iw .. ; con be rio lawi'ul <-H;~'Of1c'racnt 
excopt in t.ht; :·tuxu·cu:r :::u~:if\c1:ibecl by lavv 
and of p:t'ofwrty (~Rsl••n:rted by law Lor 
th-J'i-:. ':;U:t''t!O SC • ' 1 

Viith this r>r:i.nciol,_l in mind, '1\'0 wlJ 1 rofr;r to various 
statutes authori?.lng Hf\;?esf;',l•-~nt. of PX'DTH;rti~;B similar to t;he 
one her·e unO ex· colwidon.t'i:;J.•m. r:'.ile · {~n;-:; c;om)ar1y hus tn.kGn the 
position thu t it. come~:: within the clu :JfliJ."icntion of 11 other 
similar public utility eo:~.·po:~·ationr-f1 ' i'efen.·ed to in :::aid 
sub-section 12 of soc;i~:lon U'i, Si.l_J)X'l'l. rJ'ld.:~. scet.J.un cloco £wem 
to innieato thc.t tlte tb:~ Cf...ilnmis;:Jion '''OtJ.Ji? hnvn l3Zc1u::::i.ve pmvor 
of original a::~SG<C:8t.wnt. of tl;,s llus:l:ocssG8 nm,lt-;c\ in that section, 
and the que:TtlorJ. hcL o is, tiJJoG s t: o ~;as co ·'JhUlJ' no1~'te within . 
the clas::1ificntiou us nnoi;l,er similar ,m1J1ic utility corpor-
ation?" Neither the forosoin~ nection nor section 11027 R. s. 
Mo. 1939, VJh:i.ch -_·.as t.he Bnurce of' soetlon 15 of r;:dcl Fouse 

. Bill 5f~8, sots ou.t :tH \\1J1.at niHlLWr rtiJ[',osr:m.r~nt.f:l u;'_~ainsii the 
buGlnes::es nanwcl Lho:coln sl!t~.ll he mrH1e. JTor trw purnose of 
asoortainine; how .suc.h t:Js:::.e:::'.snwntr. obe:J.1l bo Jilt.:. de, ,_,r_•. m.ust 
ref'er to J;I.C.f~.H.D. 538 o.:· tho t:V•J.'Cl General iA.Sf:lC::::tlJly, anproved. 
A?Jri ·; 11, 1946, by v;h:Loh section 11295 n. S. ~ .. To. 19:-">9 was 
repeo.lod ant'i. r c-enftctc:d in ~S!:dJl ITum'e Bill in the follovi5.nr, 
languace: 

11All b:r'h1ges over stroEurw d.ividine this 
Stute from any other st&to owned, controlled, 
managed or leased by any y>erson, corpor­
ation, railroad cm1pany or joint stock 

• • 



Hon. ClarenCf3 Evons 

CO.<il.il8.1L:}r, fHHl' all br·icl[''C'JS aCl'OE\3 OT OVGI' 

n:Jvi:~;e:i.':.le st:.c(:ar:~;;; \·.ithLl thiD st.~\tc, \\'hnr·o 
tb~; .::JJui't:·(; is r;m<lc ;or o:cossine: tho ~-;ru;H-), 
Vild.cli u:ce nuw CI)YJG'tructod, v.;'J·,:l_ch ::1re i11 
tlh';; COUl't::e o:J:' Clill~rtruotiilll, 01' oJJllich Shall 
1h:;l'•3n:t·tcl' 1x: c.:niTbuctc;(i, mHl all propo:cty, 
:cuul unci i;c .. n,si llc J.IG!'f:ont.l, cn.ned ~ ~:r tele­
!~~H3!:h, .,ule)hoJJc, clcctri.c POVIC!l' r:nf lir·ht 
corr1punics, <;lec:tJ:·i o tiT:.nsmis~lion l:lnun, 
pi])u l:lnc eo•·Ip;~;nL<J end c:::.px·cr:,;u coupunius 
slte.ll be? ::~u i1 ,j ;:J e; t; to t<:c{ Ht 1n n ~: o :c s to.t c, 
county, nmnicipol ond. otho:r looul ;·nlJ~pones 
to tl)/C, SO'·('" O"'tr•nt o.0 the:• ··;1~onart·,, of ' 4 \..1 '·'" ~· .-.!, •.T • -• ·• • , • r .I. V ·' ' 

·o:ci vatu :•ur ~)one • .tJ.r:ul t n:;,;c0r~; levied ti.l' .. ~1'e·on 
sl.uJ.ll be: l:::.~viuc1. hll/l oolluctod in tho ii1Lilner 
n;; i_f; ncr\ o:r mt•y hc1 :i.'·:;u:2t:' r be n:covi (; od l)y 
law .Co :r 'Lih: ·i;u ::ut. :Lun. of x·ul · ro u(l proporty 
in t:c_is strJ.o, nnd cnunty coui·tn, 0otmt:r 
bou.J:.·cJ.s of ec1u ... 1i~jc_t:L'n ru1.C' tl1e f-:~t(:1to Tnx 
Coi:llilli~sic·n a:r:·u L-n:·,C;l,y- TequLr:ccl to ncrforu 
t~~lc-; 88J~l~~ ilrrtic:..·; ·~·ir~~l .-;11

(; -~·'i 1{(-:_:Ji tt1e san10 
~- '1., 1 0 -*' ·• , · (_ · ._'1 r'' t..' ('1 ·"' "•'> .-, ·~ "1 • 1"7 • .( ,.,, ,..-, -l ,., -~ .f)Ont,J:'.J lJI_ '-'·'''"'-·•'•'J .. u., e._1Ucu .. J_,,J.Jt1.-·, .._,nu c_..o-~ 

ju:;t._;_-,1,'; ·t.J.--.,·: i:.'>:-o:cr: on ,;Jtc ·1xto·,:,orty· ~;ct 

fort.<, in t ·. ir· r;cc ~;:I_ on s.s tt,e sr: iLl eotn·t:::1 
~--;_lL~.I t'ot:lL(·~~ G~~- ():-\U)~]_i~-:o.iJ:L. 'JI ttrl.(-~, [~~·S[ttU 'l1t1Jr 

C;oE1.TL3L- :lu 1 ~ }Jx. vo o:c 'f.l<:ty :; -:~:::· E:J: l:Ctc!I' bL'" om-
··~o: "'-'(-'·" ~.LI ;, ~Lll "'''"\C•C''-''~'>'l---' .>,·:J."'li'7'.1''ll7 
,.. "'-'·- J\.._1.. .- _1 , • .. t-.1 ~ ..... J, -....,.. ~-~W ,{.,1., .. ., ' '·-' .. 4,..~),-"" ~ "-• •• L :__). 

i:t.rtf1 nriju:·t5..Jlf:\ :~:,c tnxcr. ori l'a.ilroe:d 
, ·1.:co 11u J>t y ; L_~, ~~-! t 1! I·: ·-.T.- ~:~ ,c;i(L .. -.. .:.-; t 011 o tllc l" 

LutJ,urL;e.;(; tJ:f'.-:'ic:cJ· of :J.ny ::ueL b:r::JJ:cc, 
teJ.o~·;:.r·u~;;·., L:d.1; ;,Jwnc, c:ll';ctri e ()0\\ Cl' nnc1 
li ·.llt eont)<,;:d. ;p;, el.octrj_c ~~r' ;uunissio;, 
1 l11 . .-.~ :_, , ·pi·:'\!~) ]_i__n C C; OiiJ. =-)[1 J11 \_; ~-~ , o:c ,--::)}.~J1j:'G 8 ~~ 

co. '.ps.ny o:r.· ·~J,·:·: o-..:;J1Dr of' ,~ •. ny nPoiJ toll 
lJ:r~.( .. ,(-~, lfJ J-; ___ .:r·c·f~jr J'(~;\_;~·-,i~r: ·r·l to l 1 oDd.(-::r 
r,_,.•·: .. · .. _.· · .. AJ'I't:'_' .. -,-·.l·l-,c.•. r,'f' ·t 't··,., ·)1• '. :···:r·t·•r (l'r ''llC~l 1)J:'j (·: ~.,_, . _.. , _ lJ .,. .. • . . • ..1 ; .-J ..._ l_ 1 • '·-' . , , -~. _ 1 ' , • _I t I _ ,._ .. · ~"_I\,.. J 

·tolo·~:~~·~j·~-,_t;_, t~clc~tJ~JOJ!_-:-~, u~Lc!ntJ:~i_e Y)Cr' -o~:~ n_tld. 
li.~~l t t~ cu ,-.l.~i");~l.J-.1_1 .:_·. ::; , ~-~·:}.not J' l c t r-r;_nruni ~-; f~ ion 
1·'~1•"'- ···i'·e:: Jl-J•' "O'·,.cc-.-i·c·c• f.)l \':J~t:n>,::r;s 
c~;',;;:;.';~J_,~,·r:: ~~-n ·11.1~~.-:; '';,[~:\.;~;;;:~- ~-,~~ th(: Y)r:."'si.ac.nt, 
o 1~ o t,_l·:: :-," .::~ i 1. t .t 1.DJ · ·:t~; o .~·; c _:_·:c l ec:(· o ~f.' i.' .. !'~ t~ T; o :tll1 lJUi1 

C(J<. ·~:J_f.t.':.r :t;_-... l'.t!J\!; CJl .. :~tLl~- J: .-:/ nc.·.~t J~ 1Js J~~?\~_ni:eod 

·,')l~c, l(_;:r<:~:v. C~tl. CJJ: {)··.-:·_:~--~.\)~.~~ -~··r-~~ -~~:l~t~~-:-~~ r'e.~.·· o·;c1 

t:.:---::1' in tho J<:.::.cx l<;;;LJ.G a.Hd ~nell Y'11:.:•; tl•<:!TG­
r:.ft ::c ·i.iJu ::t· ~::<i.l}(,,;lt ril' Df.k::~c c.uthori7ec1 
OJ:llc;::n· o: · ,~;_G;. ;-oO;-:t;);. crJ;·)''C'.LJ :c;i_,_eJ 1 ·.rn:enich 
the~ ,·t;u:·.c '-L~) •. _ Co;rlr,lin~/l_on a ::::t. tcuor1t, rnJy 
fC:UhGCl·i>,;_:~ 0.<1.<! .S'i1JOl'l1 to l>y :"~:;:hi ?J.'<'·C:ll1(J:t+t ,, 
or otho:t· :tnt ho1iZc11 offi cc:r, sLow 1.w:~ tlie 
:Cull nmoun t of a11 ::·caJ. and t;, <Hgi 1Jlo 
personal IJl'Oporty ovmocl by ;)<JCL fluc.b 

~ . ... .. 

{3) 
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Hon. Olarenoe ~\;van.s (4) 

oor'1 ·ans· on Janua:e:'r lnt of t.hn ~;rAn!' in 
which the l'e !H)rt i:c: (hL:i. IH cwt·.o V e . . . ~ 

re;'~o.t·t i'J~om- cH1lT :meLt COi!1j)uny, ns r·>.llUlrco 
by this socti_:m, i:J not receiircc1 lJ~:· iluy 
1st o:r thn yc:.-:.:r· in 'N:dch it in iJue Lhe 
htat;c \ra~Y CoJn.missLm may, :.::-.t it~· dh:cre­
tion, inc:r·tc:o.sr:> 1J:i~' four '\COT cel1t.. tl1 o tot:_tl 
assessed vnl ua t ~ <m of uny snclt ccwl'_'any. n 

It will ':'oe notecl by T'\3feJ'once tn tlLi.f~ soct.i :n ttwt thr:3 
General Assembly li:.-.1.;,; not. seer1 f'it to inc1nci.8 •·.•.tt.h:tG its 1Jro­
v1s1ons {~as com•:anins or \V.Jtr:;:r com;)anicT. If tltcY \!Gl'G in­
cluded 1n tllis sc.ct~_ou, ·'-I.1o:ct v1o tld.n 1 ~ :;hcJ() 'ot::.lc- b•; no 
questi.on tb:•t tlv; t~:l·•; OOJltd~~::Ji:l\! "\:uu.ld ho•.co ju:cinHcl-.ion to 
assess them. 

The Laclede C:J8 COP\<wny, ~ ·:·· it:; ,,t,::PJOJ'Dntllu""'l.' to y·n1r de-­
partment, c:t t;::;,~:; thu c,.., sc of :, t.a t,e ex I·el, T31)_cl>c;non County 
Power Co:mnany v. En iz-:. , 9 n ... ;.;. (;-?.d) 589, in cunno:'t of i tr:J 
aont~<nt·l,,·n ·1·i1,,t ,,,-,1 nti1·1ti''8 "r•' ··u1··ic"ot tn a~.,:,.,.,_u-v_,·,lt h:v 
the tU ~~ -· C~nL:-';i ~ ~ ~- ;;;; ~- . :[;,-· t>id. ;~' 0 ';'; :l.~~j_ ~n ,·' l : J C : r)~rl·, ·~ ,J~~d(~~ C ~n t t , 
spea.kLu·. for· t.IJ · cou.J·t on 1x1.nc on the '1nent:;JHt of th(o taxa:· 
bility ;:.:1' tLu elent:rlc l'r:u; t:1cl'C'l U11t~n£ con:cJidcr-at5.:-;n, said; 

"If' i.t is •11J· U c utll :i. ty, th '.3 Tax Corn-
Jnis~:::lr;_n_ 11 ·r; ~_·:~d·:-.. hor·lty to 1~ssoso it.'i' 

On ac0ount or' t:t:L·; f.ii~ ·,: \c~xr., +,J,::~ Ihclnclo nns Comnany 
contends t;,h:··:, n..1y 1Jtu· •rL;··n ;;Jri.c.:_. if~ :~ mbJ..;_c~ utility is under· 
the j U."r.~· _l• ,·:~. c"[_·i (_', ,'·.. >I.·\ !.) ·_i,n, 1-- 1\'·· .-. - ·>· n +- '' rn C1- (i )'"1.' _L'; ,., C< -~ <\ n f'J .y, .. , t< ·~, ,-; C' Sin ry _ _ ,. • 1 J., ;_ ·_; ~~' '.I' ·- ~ 1 \_, _L (I.. ',_I\_ j L > :> ~-! .L l_i , . -- t .l ·' l.. )_) ~) \J ~~ f__:,., 

_·purpo BC::~ • fle c.1:)1~l·i~;·L t..lt ~~~ c;oJ1 Jlf-3n-G_fl_ -;n r- o~f t.h. •": t C( ~JnUnl.~1..~Gi·n.l1 1-·Jo C~1t1St.3 
we cio not tLin' <Ll Pn>·1~c: utilJ·:·,j_on ·n_· 1.HL'i8:J' ·!·.b;~ ,iuJ.·irYliction 
of t~~-!.G ~.~tutn 1fr:1~/ Cc'~'Ll'li~~n ~ 11. :~'-_lo:r tn-(j~ --~l~:r·~~1r;.r.t~f:J. J.lJ ·J.o_ol_.:JrlfS 
thr-'JLt :ll ''fo:r·f·~s LiJl~- ·;.~_~·:rn.;.~:-·;~ '; '~Nr~ :ti. ~(!_ 8 l1llr1_l-:::;r~ nJ, l-:t1Di.1T;-~c~r_-~·~. 

w.hlch c·~i1J.rt::· o ,:· rl l 1 '~'u:''(mt · ::rt.··,i;r)f! hn'/'l ci_:;t,;:r-:rrlinecl t1.l he -~)\.lhl ·· c 
utillti;:~-; nnd 1,0 :;·:.1.)\J th•;t thr> J._,r':·',i~"J1ut:.1r::~ of' :'hi?~o·nu:ri has 
not. plC\C8d thr:~·J ·ur-t'lr~:r· t 1::c, ·jn:;i~·(ii(1t~~\-''li o:;' t~B :3tntc ri'i1X 

Com·dss5_,,n c:o:c 9::t>';;:'L' .\J.i:... \lie·:~ o'.· ;-Jt:] hn::~lncf:;sns c:nd 
states J'::>. !:Tpe nt:h· ::1.\' -:-·r:~ 1' en:,~::;: whnrvc, ~,, ~1 crxn :''; ovlr:·~-1, .n f'i elds, 
Ncb:C<:i,Sim; h8t.it.ln ::•uo lr:<' rr'c-;tH ~~; cr:iH11 CD ''!'1~·n ::1.:'~ 0'' 'Jj_ ··nn ns:tn; 
ce.u1et~.~ri•:oR o-.ned [,~T -;~hJl c:Lt~r, CkJ_~tho ,,-.. ; J:iY"~ r1e'.'''T·t:,,: l_tf~, 
0 J:;: 1 ttl'\o ,<•.8. ; ;'-~f~. rl-HI (~-(n d 1 f-; 110 r:1 ;:!_l , ~l.' :;y ~:~; (.'O ~L ·_;~ 1 lrt 1 ·:-:~· ) T o-r:,'8 ; c on.ven­
t.lf.n hulls J'oT t E; '·mr:l:i.c~, ·Y >op:c; tc~c=· r•J.::-'~tt·' n· :;'t'r' b~ .. tbe 
City -,,TP...,.<1S' n!oc:·I-J')o r 1l! Pf"•c: f)- ''lr'.(! 'hv i"h" r·-i-1--,, rrr:"'''-,q• nflvJ··-· ' ,...)~.C .. ~' '..-J--0--~ I __ --• .. J_I,_ J.\, , _) 1 • ;,t_,,' ,,,, _,_,,, --'· ~ 

gati.:lll COFtp.Hior;, 1Jcy,;.;c1_il; ·qt"hll_c ·:Y'~L·>--:, n:.--],cl:'.C\':1~<; n.nr9 'mbl-;C 

warehou8es, Illin.~iR. 

In the; c;::-~c; ,-,~_-· i.'fJ:c:v;ns v. J.:~:tJ'':•tt, Jb, 'i'··r'. i)\i:•n, •;J8o, 
gs7, a <wl,ltc ut.D5:\' :1.~~ <'\r_;-iLn:r; --~'1: 

"it. uu1JlJ u utility is a b .. us iness or/',t:mizn­
tion Vlhich reu;ularly SUD')lies the nu'hl :i.e 
'tiith somo comi:nodity or -sorvice." 

• 
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Hon. CL:ronc e l!ivurJ.s (5) 

ri'h8TtLf:'OJ'S, just h-:lCi!U::;r3 ~:ora:; 1Ju:=!5_nuni3 fllf:IY ; e nlc:s:;ed aS 
a 1ublic utility, it docs not nocessurily ~Jan th~t it would 
bo und e:: th;;:; ;) u:ri~:•Hn t J,,n oJ' the >':.itEi·(,::3 'l>1x CoumissJon for 
a sse sc:w:ent ,;;J.:r:pcwes, unlc BS there ia le;~islo tlnn con:t'er:eing 
on the ta-;r. eoi!l.iJ1insion m~ch jtn•i:~:act:L·n. l''ron au e::mminatlon 
of the laws fliHl caset;, i·t· ec";e::ts ·(~iw-t lo oal authori tii3S have 
been assesEdn;·:: propurt.iee oJ' gas nncl water Cl))•lpnnien in th:ts 
St "~·'·" T1-1~.o c·'"'e o··• "·r' ·to e~- ''ej_- · ·''c.c"·li·· · T··t- ~' Co1· nai y v .H::Alt~;. • u b.P .!. 1-1 .ti.::. · ~ A J. • :jv t.::t ... :::1 ~fn U.!. J _ q· ___ · l.. ., 

Hc.\rnsber&~:er, Collector ol' hevonue, 14 ~J. ~1. {2Cl) 554 t \·Vas 
be:f.or.s the Iv1issouri ; ~uoreme Cuurt, D:tvisioi:"! 2,, :Ln Hn~8 •. The 
quest:l_on :i_n th:.1t ca~!El waB thfJ r~tGdo of af'•Scssni:nt of a water 
plant VIh icJ, J1nd WHter nm:i_ns extEHl<i:lng thJ'nU{ilWUt t.llo city of' 
Sedalia. In that coso, the water oo;~1any contended thut the 
vmte:c matns mc~;ell'.i:i.nr:~ tlnt..;u.,r)wut tl;c ei·t~~ \\61'e not n purt m:' 
the plant a_nd could not be ;;:~ C8orw~:;c:t '\8 c. .. n a''ourtcn1;1nco to the 
re'al· estate upon t:hinLi. tLtu f'L:tlt was nitne.t<:3~~. ~Po get a f'ull 
picture of t,Le contention ui' the tnxinrr. aui.,Jwr·itieD in that 
c~se, we quote GS follows, 1. o. G50: 

u::1: ::· '!< Tl''C' ~·\·,<.;yJ'il]l'1 ''·'1.ti' "'\Ql'Ltc>rJi'l"~ ·',·l·l"t tl1,·,ro.-_, 
-.i ·' .L ..1 t. ) \.J_ \_J ~- .J ""' ' . w ' .. k .J t ., , --' t.:> \.;.1 

Vl::'t.u:c mahw <1.i.'~· nupul~t:m_:,nt tr~ tilt,-· n.ls.nt 
buc:n;··c; they '\'·,c-u.1{T 1lo usc:l:<:r·.r. nruJ t.bJJ 
-aL;nt ·· O<o1c1 · c uP,f::'1·~nF~ uu1:Jr:: i~ll.t, YJ.'.tter 
ctn~ld be pucmo() · nto tLn :Ht-.J ~1 ''t:-3 fru,~o. t.be 
n1~>nt encl c.rL.t~.t. _:n i:1y w·;:l~ by Lhe eo:np .. :tny 
~o:c :LrJ ::11.11···onc or' SLLn;;J.y:i.nr, t!-:: city of' 

;._ ... c(t.~-.J~i~t \.itJ.1 ~"~·.tut;:.:rl; ·~-i~~-ttJ t.t(~ ru3.i11E _::._Tltl_ 

t.h:; .ill_.nt nL~. cr-,nsiH't of unu f"Y~;tc;n; ncl 
tJJ:. t t!L~ V<~luu i:,_;_,,Lt pluer:;O. 1.xpo1.'- 1-,[,, t1uct 
r)~ lr1n(; u.pon \, :ci; 'Jl·~'ttli~ j_~; locc,ted 
J . .n.c.lu.c~.-- ~i .tlci L ;.~l~L~;· ~-~1;_c.~ :··:uJ.c.1J !.t.J.c:r:l J..oc.cl"L·~;cJ. 
upu:rl tL.• 1nuci. tHrti Llu:. vwte:c JGains tllu.t 
lf.-;f.:t .. \ f'J·~;:(~ j_t; • tj~_bu 4-~) oc1• ·~-~ 1::: d.OS.Q.:Ci.l)OCl. 
(;18 tT;jc.t. ot lrt.t1d t-t-r"L(~ l!.o --~ . .-~~J1i~:i ~-'JJ is-
ilia cl_ e o / t ~ J.~-; ~~len. t (.J.(J (~.1:_ ~; __ -~ f !_ ~ :;,· : .. / i)l' 1)u_:lld. J rl;~s ;~~ 
U]iCi.\1 it. TlJc ~::·;p:.:oll;.:nL n•)JJtn:J:· · t; ut in 
the~ ;rli\idL; o/ t1!c:~ ntl'cct :)_n ;;,c~~~cliu n:r:'; 
]Kr.c~c~nc1 ·11'e>})crty .,:rv:~: no:~. c:p:ony:-.cn·~•nt to 
the~ c)lr.nt, .1! tl,c::;o:r it le. -;:...'le 
~-ls r; 8t~:-:J .~I·, ·~,c iL~:~.rn. ;t 

1'1(''\Ul' ~·: >• i· ' , ... ·, +· • ,, " : '.>0 i! ,.7 ,-: n·l·,' " .. -. _1._'.·.'.·',· t . 
• J u v ~~. I..J U. v .. ; ' !.-, "-.· c \,1 l') l.:. _!_.: .J iJ \,; ' u. '.-.J- J.. J ' ... ~ 

:::; L!.t.tll. lJ.::J 0 o Xl r-:-: i d ·::. :i.: \~! e 1· ,:: .. ':" 1. G ;~~ t .. · ·t c ~f'tJ :c tl-.:-. 13 

.·,u:r··fH:>fi() of t.e~:-z::.t ·_,-u: to LicluLe not only 
tl1o lD.ruJ it::.~nJ· but ul.sG nJL 1mi1dine:r;, 
ntl~tlctu~:c(-' r:J, a.rt(t i:i1.")IL'·~rer.l.~--~rri.;-_, :-~rJ..~.~- u·L r 
'11 ..... nr·r+ .c··J· ···tur,.""'' o"' l,.;. f'+r:-~1"'·-,· l-·i 'l( . '· _ .. L.,~.'.· .. ·-'-'_4'-' -~.-4'- . L·o.> !_ ''lJ.UC:>.\'U-

0
!'- __ , .. J, < 

t a.ud. u.l.L o·c.'Ir~.r .. oro._.P<n·ty l'>'"l.'~,n~lnl~!, to, 
1 rlu ,,,,., otori '" 0 r> I ''H'l'l- "Y>T .,r·· 1.-- 11. " ,...... 11 o "· "'- e ·" . J.. ,.,_. '·'-' v u v c 1.'- L. , 

and all ri.'~)1ts and nr.ivllnn~t''3B bGlonci:nr; -- .__.. ,_._. 

. ·- ' 



Ron. Clarence ~vsna 

or i.n uny 1,vine 
i~ll:: 1 S!:t .!!1(: 

by- t.ld:: clunlt,·:,.' ,·.nc1 :.'ci·;·,DnnJ !Jropcrt.:y 
inuludus in i i:,:~ de~ ,,in.it.ion: nsvcry to.ng:L­
blr) t!d.ng beirv' sub.ioct to cnmel'f'Ji1)1, 
V'hclJJer ~':l.ninJntr: or inonin1 .. < :-.r,, D.nd not 
fol'mirtc ··J<llt. or ·~my ·_)urcs1 of J''Dl ''ro­
!·):_;_;·ty n;~ lw·:·ei.L~)':~:CoJ~.e <Jer'inerJ..' 

' 
11 !:,)pullnnJc ci't13s li!tllrooney v, Obeu.:c,. J_?l 
Mo. ol:~.' ?l ;) ,',,' 0 1019 0 'In the t CC!.83 the 
Hod ia.lfio,tt Heal t:; Ir!i.'')rove,\1ont Cortpany 
pltz ttsd <J ;:-:ul>(U vh::Lnn u.cl.join inr: th 8 oi ty 
of bt, Luui:~, and, in :J:r·cl<::::r· to m.nl'~c: the 
lot~~ u.L~_:.lfJ, obt:d.w::d a •.:·tf.:H' nu:~ply 
fro,11. the: ci t.y tmO L:dc~ o sup;}ly ·~)i-yJ on 

'thE: roe.ct ,~lJ.Cl\i1J y.s f!Taflle avonuo n.nd connected 
i.'.ilth lt y.Jnt:<t-:' pllJtiS lentJiu~~ to tbe lotR, 
vvLi ch v:0:re ;;old. It >::t~~ ~l hoJJi. th<Jt the 
pi [)C u loaO i.~1c; to tJu:: se:oan', tf; lots \ B:rc 
:~· ;::~1 e;_; t;a:~o <Jmi .. :!T:•Ul't,mrmt to tho lots 
oH w1·· :i.ob uHd to ':-lJ-!.oh thor ··.E'.~:c lni(l, :~; * 'tu 

··Ill tT.:.i~~; o:-1c~e t.J1.n \\~::.t~el~ n1a:Lr1o iTl t~h_e 
D·t-,J:rJuts o.t :~~iuC.1~:1J.ia. EJTO -{J~CD_c·tic~o.J_l~r· v:oi'tl1.­
l:J~-·~-; COJl~~:j__,_.-:n u~':_ ~-\_;:3 :')(·_·:~L ~-!CJJ'}.~~: .. l ·\-·'1'1')-~)0l)t_~-.J-, S~1~_J·~ 

c~_:c-~> ·t.:; (\ ~c r cr:L t.J1c ~Jo :t l • ~C > ~-}'t n~,o '.11.o c f~; n f-~ tJl.,"~r 
' I -...----,~ 

to t~J.cc:: full .s,nJ:: y.:;:; nt of t JJ c ,,ro ~!~3rt:.', 
;m-:' ·-~,·~- ' ·i· ''I -:-;-;, --r-'-~, ~.r-~r .{ •t<T-
J..[IC_j ·).l.u . .i.L ..... 00Ll u'-'C. Ll,J .. :.~l v.>.":C: .Lc\ lu .. ~1 .• _ ,~!!.(3 

1·~}1_(:._ to 1· \-;o · -: l(_ 1J~) :.t.1)soJ .. u.t;:3l;r ,.vor·~:-l1:Li:·· cs 
1'·':lthuut the .,:J_ntlS and t.i:':3 '!1iflt.:'.S 'nulc'1 bo 
t-/u r tJ.tJ_(_·: n n Y.~l t ;;_r:) ll t tJl ':-~ :1lnJ1 t \_::~-! ~~- e ;\ f-~ 1_1 tJ:!)l iE3 s 
C.\:!8.1

::. l.Vit~_;l \~J; __ l~~e.:;~. rJ.i;)_C·y· f1 ~·>:~ n .. ·!; u_T·i.JnrtDrtt. 
t,:,.)l U.[l u:ct:~Oi!.tDne is :,, \j!~d_: c:•' UGCcl '· itJ1 :.md 
~culutec1 t.o o1· C:c:·'ndcnt u.<~,n somct~··in.c 
,Jli.iG y, .: c:. i" it;:: n·1r;c1~x·,1o' \iorflf: ~~nd 
}?J·~ 1'1 f:.t S 0 r ~ • rr 1 

-•. -:T G C en ~.1::; 1·~·~) !ln C ~~1 f~ 8 .i..J1 v.n1 J. cJ·l 
ClVc: t/· Li:l .. j_~~ Tlc.:: <; r;o : 1l(·1:.ely d.e···:~ncl_l!nt, 

u·Jon :·n,J't~ :.=;? f•:n· itr; = :~,J\1·':) EJ'.c: nt.ll:i.t:·: 
t,: ._ L~ i .i t J l.O ·v~;r.l. t :-=-; :c _:·J_~t irt fJ e.I1 ;:1 ft (~! r~ '-:; Yll~t r_·~ n. t 11 ~ ~(JJl 

'LJ:c-; ·J_[;,Ut ,,:'•1e>: ~=mn·:lir·"" t1;Cll:l -rlith '\'·'<;tor. 

H't·_jJ I; rrLu.ttr~-~{j rtotdd. =~Dy·~--~. l' '._·:.1 Of~; r~."!. t.f:"} f-!J.!.8.J..]_ 

lnr•;ni!n 'r·i ''~htc• T·1•l ···1'lv:ile•'r-'f~ ·:l'<J:'t:"inin,f1 ___ __, ___ .____, __ ._, ... _:.:.,:;.....;.:~--~ '-··~···-- ..;~,.:.. .. ~~-:...-~~ ~_;__,·· ~ 
to' i:, 11 ,:, loru: :::ncfTI:~tnr.:; :;. th.e::~·eoH. -ri:l1e 
rt{oi··j,,il:l:c•;- ,;p:;··,"Ll1'. Ill' T·.-,,,.f':·;:in·1•!.'' 1 1'3 'to v _J_ .). -· : •.. ,.;.., ·-·--- . .•. ·J .. '--· ... - . .L-~; -~'-

l.l~;J,,:,_c:_.,' 1 l1~.nn: cortHi3et· :-> .. \'Ji.t:l,' or· 'be 
doDondent; upon' sor:1cthiA1gt 'l'}!e pa1·ticiple 
'pcrtainin!' ~Bused in the s~&tute·in-

·Cludes th3 relat _i_oEr.·~ l·l of' an Dppurt enance. 

• \ \- J • 

(a ) 



. ' ... 

Hon. Clarence }J:v;_·ns . (7} 

It inc:luclen E.1l1 :d.;~ht ~-! a.rt.d n~::::t vilcPGS 
- . . . ·'- ' ~ .. -! t ).. ··-~-~~ . ·1- '·1 ~·· t .T'~ ~~OJLHec IAcrl \• ... '" < •• .:1u u ._c•:r;_l_, f-._ .. n.:-:. 11C' Ui_J(;l1 

i~he trnot o·i' :1 n11( tlo::::r~J·j be(~, t.'cnt'i Jm~;t 
incltl\.1 o th("! ): :i.;·;ht to lay \''C.t.t.n· me:tnr:: in 
thn ; tre:C'!t. 1

.1
1\•e J.r.r;.cl \·VEJJ~ acqui:r~'}d und 

tl:e: p1nnt. (;~~-~: ,1•liroll!~cl ;'or ·i:hr. ·urnone or 
tt•,ut · ::Je;:t··vl c e. 1rh n ri ·:·:'.:!,-, to 1Gy pi -~;n s in 
th<:J st.rr>et V•'El[-; nn ahnolnto Ih"lCA:3rJ:1tJr in­
SCFil't·.'•Js connGo-i:erJ 1\it.h :-,JL: !)lunt .. net in-~ 
se.·•nrn hiy con nee terl \., 1th the i,IJater raa ·Lnfl 

. lnid nn(l.e:r· nn{! by virt;u.-! of thnt ri(sllt. 
'.Chci.t 1· ir:llt h; :xppurton:,nt to thn t ··~lnnt-­
ocrtain~~ to it.. Hm'.l ifJ it ·!)O~Jni·I·<Lr• to ----_,..-. ' " sep!'l.r~n.n th:· t rt":~ht fl'OI":l. the l.mprovm.y,nt 
nrtde .in -i,ursunnc(~ of it~~· Flow conJ.r' O!lr:'1 

st: :.,r t_:~lf:l_ t tJv: rir-'h t in th i r~ c.1~ se 1_:t:l•mc~r~ 
to· n.tH1 is. coniwct~od - itL t.bo poY~or plc,_nt, 
6.8 nu a·,:mi'tH1<:mcn, ew'! Ht the so•·1e tino 
say thnt tllt-: :d.rv·~: h:.id by vi.rtnJ=J o<· thot 
:t:L~ht [?t:rn .not er)nneetoo with it':·· Uov; cmt 
yo~~ Cl"'r)•·'l''lt':;'"*i"ht' 0'")ff'i'r~:i"'8 ('-f ,_, r,rjvjJo,~-e 
fr~Hl._ tll~;-J)l'l ld~l,-:_·;~-::-T:Crcl~f>,· ~-- H~r.r. c~~n -~rou 
801)1.'\l'nt/u th'c~ \Jnte.r ttrd ... ns lrd.ci. i.n thn 
strE:et I':rorrt t.rH; j::l_r:-ht to L.:~y suc.h mains 
so f'c-:r or.• t.lil o<ib'J78"rttr.:i, ,_r the •'ll'O)lcrt:r 
is co.ncc:rn:jd', 

11 U)un bot._lj :~·u:_\i'U•< .rv' :·nth·:;rit;.; tlJ--: ·.u::te:e 
.h1C l )') t I L ll ;_,. ! i (-: { -~ 1 j-, ''1 (~ i, ~ l '(f ·.~-, 1-'1<: c~ j_ t ~r Cl ·r 
;::e1lul:L:-1 t:'t.l'O D.il;lU.J:·rr··n,mt. r,o th:c; lund_ u.~1vn 
\ib.!.c_;~ tl1.<·: <1L1.11t in loe :'::; ;; , c"·n,·; tr· · ''<l'o:<:;c; 
rJJJ.uu·: d ·IYJ vultu:?d c :'·. :, '':OJJ t of tJJs .r c:\J. 
c s t c; -;~ o , :~: jlCi. I ~~ j_ e r-· c)·_;; ,r~) .1 ti (j(! ·;.i~T t J1 e tr~1 x 
COtJi·u.isA10l1. \~ 

'.ehe su;:w pr inc1·11n wcw r.:.. ··:c1lio::~C1 by tt: o "ii ~'jsour i Supreme 
Couxt in Divis.'i.:Jn I in (;bd O<·HH·J or ,Jo,Jl.in tfnv.rorko Comprmy 
v. Jasper County at; al., 'if) t3. ,v. (;~cl.) 10 tH:"'3, mtf! it -;,· u·f_~ ht.:lld 
that tl1e wutor distribn'tinn systf;l.t ,:~t' the Jnp.lln 1';'p.tcr'.'-'orks 
Cowpany wew r.tl);)urtonnnt to tl•. "1 v:::\tf;I' r1lunJ; <tnci :=Jboulc1 be 
taxed. us a pur·t :r.: . .:;li::;y U·:cn. ;) 'icil l;bc V·'11terYvo:rk:~ oJ.nnt was 
situnted. fJ'hut op:~rd.c:n v:ac J:(•.udc.n·Dd Jr1 19rn. Ti'rnnJ n reac'd.ng 
Of' tllrJBe Ct:.J.80s, it 1/~~.-1-~Ll ll(~: f:~(J'3J1_ ·!_·.~--:r·~:t, t}l.U erJl1,l~t 1)B.80d its 
rulinc; on. tho VJUYD th:,t t..f!,,; tc·J·'. 11 1' uJ :::stLt0)'1 os de:i'ined ln 
the tax stetutos iEclur: ell ;n'olE:rt.'7 helene in,·: to nnO per·baininr:; 
to such real ef:tctc). 1'llo o:'·lc1 '.}UJl;C:J'<:rl Il.Hs(~:nlbJ.y, i.n :::octio.n 3 
of sub-sect n D, Hop' ' L:l.l1 4.'71, de-;_,_. :i..rw(1 th~: t · ·r·m 1'real 
estnte" as follows: 

"Hoal nro<.·srty i.tlOluclos land itEH:Jl..', · 
whether laid out in to~n lotu or othotwise, 
and al.L e;rovdnr•: orop8, lmiHUncss, struc­
tures,· improv·~!lllents t:Ol.d :t'ixtures of what-



ir:'; 

Ron. Clarence ~Jv·ans 

ever kind. th(•Joon~. a.ncl a1J. rluh.~s. uncl 
:rxri vil(J{:>.f\ bolo.nc-~u~:: o:c e_,pp'c'i:'·t~:un u1c; 
tbc.c et.o. '1 

(8) 

It i.Vill bu 110'liCJd_ ~hc:.t tllifo der'iHi tion 0 ,, v·,\~ torj:l real 
property includc:>s imtn'ovc 'lfmt~3 <:;.n(l }.ixtu:r·,_::f; of '.·;lwtc:·\rer lci.nd 
may be un r>uch real <;;::-i·i~:.te a:nd 1,i1•;l1tu t..'.lld Llrivilo <Jt: belour;-
ing or s_,)portE:.inillC tLl u:1'nt;o. IJ:' .5 s d of'LJi ti:)1l of" th<::: tGrm 
real est.c~·tG, usuc1 ln. thn nl\n'c;>nlc; ncotJu:; u~·,Jur tlh:: rulinr; 
announced in tl1e ~~iodul iG H.nd Jns;Jcr C:oun tv c~.:.. :::e e,. ·,;u Lllrl lw 
broad enuuch t;c, inclu.r'J o 'V'at(')r <·; i:.o.tr:i.but5 •)T! lines nt ;,::ce;hecl 
to a -Ml.ter. ork::; nlcnt. T.iLu construct irm. und <]J.r.trllJuL;:ton of 
a water'.o:cks })L:.mt &ii.d syst.:>" '.Yonlc1 b·:; ::dHil.::tr to tbr<t o1' a 
gas plunt and ,,i str:i.buLi.l~n syste1n; thnt i~~, inimfur as the 
a:Jplica~·.ion of the "D.Jl ·;urt.enant 11 :ruln \Vo.nld be t:Fr:lloar·le. 

,',;ection 10 of F. C: .1~; .n. B. 45Q o:C t.h t) 63rr~ Goncrnl Assembly, 
approved December 5, 1945, :r:cctuir,ec the OtJunty D.flsossors to 
assess real and tangible parsonul ~roperty in their counties 
at its true valu.o in mon:.1y, This secti·m l~uquirt~8 the assessor 
to go to the office, place o.f lmnln · c~f'. or residence of fJaoh 
person re.:.1uirec'l tu list t;Loir- r ~:.1 ancl. t.nil.;l';l.c) ·"orsono.l nro­
perty. 'l'l.:is procedure fCJ:r· c:wsoD;;Jncorr\~ h.: sirrd.1nr t'J that which 
was followed for .J.sse:o;s:,tc=;nt. of r' ul nst;',V; ~=J.t tL<J tirn.o of the 
renderin.c·; of t.b.e o:ohdon ir1 the :3eclo.l:tn cr=)_;·e, cupra, 

'l'.tw Lo,r:;if;latura lw.s not. ;; 'CD :fj_t to chi•ll;''C the mode of 
asscsmrl{j_tlt of cn.'c.-l cm( 1 \.'taT' co'·tpanioE1 since t~e ::Jeflnlia and 
Joplin onin:1J:ns. ':CJ·· r; lnr•, r. ···. i''lo. l9:;,g, :. e ctl 'Tl llB95, 
.incJui:inc: 1xu=dnr"cJ-:;,:s ,, h~ cl1 cFc to >;:, 8F-::r~·:;n"i'1 1.n0 t:1):ec1 by 
the :Jtate To.x ConY·!isf::i n ':•."! r:::J.1 ::y. '·· eJ' · r:.f'f;cF~;~,(-,, .,.T;.s 

repealed. ar1c1 J:G--.:-;.;--lnr_·~t:~-;0 :i:tL ~:!·,.r~.r;l!r{or·. :--~;~:)8 1');_r tJ-~~: 0-r~rq Ge.n.cJ,nl 
ASR'"1b·l~r 'l' ,-·Lc~· "''H•ti·'r> :l' l'E' ....... ,,,c+.:··r"1 iP "':·i,·' T'f·,nnc-l .Uill 

~- •,, ~ ""-•..) • ~- LL • ),j p,i\,_, ._} ·'•'• _•,,/_' --~t- ,• J , •• \. _ --••··' 1.-. . , • ,,p o ----·-' 

did .. n.ot il'IClU' r .,1~' rY;.~:r,'rc~f\ CH' ',:;tor c-.c.-r·~,;ri'Cfl J~)P, those 
buEj_D_d:::ces '/:~;:l.c.h "'··) (:: be t·~_i).tJil ~._n t.1·-c ---n-·~ ~ ··si' ·i·"'re~~CJ'Jbeet by 
saiC: nc=::etion 11::~9'; o· !';:,j_c 1 f!;·l;~'.; ··:ul 5:·'1?. 

I~~ oJ_1 0 1/'.J j_ Il_'~'' t L c ~J' ·is~·(_) t·--~1 .·~~ e T; I'iJ) l)f:.C e~} -LrL -:-rl p JJn 8 c· -~! r· c n B 0 ' 

supre:, VJe cio noL t~.,j_n_ ·:Lut thr-; :t•tutr~, lncii'>(~ )i.Jl :'i~·e, vmuld. 
authorlze th•:.: i:lr;: ~··E;r: ·;·.':;t ul ·n:' ·::flr: V"-'t.nr ,,~~:·r~1a.P:i c.c< :ry th~3 

Sts.to 'I\1x Co;1 :L1s·: ·• ':~ tli.rtl~, \·D''.':':V'•) !.!Jet Ulrr'lr:r t.he 
rulincfJ of' t.h:·) LU · .I•·'IJ. f:u,.,.,·~~<l') Cn Tt j:n t}•P Of'-1f'''; <~:i.ted ln 
th:i.f.; OJ.)ini•m f), t ; .. ~e> ~·1..1 :~:L~,. f!.· " ,-1!"· h~ ·J·.,~vei< b~r tbf:~ local 
ta:x.lng .~u.thc:·itir·r; unr:r_?l' th::, nJJ;~ t\''t. 1:;,-. (·::ir=-;tJ'l1>nt;on Rystern 
of vmte:tWOl'L: .:'lD.ntr:; D]vl ~'''f' ·<Jr:uct:· :i.Fl n;-·''111"·1 •nr:nt. to t"l.'nd A 
part !"):[' t.hu .nv:d.n :_)lF-lnt rr;.:·; -c~-,;- ;<}•' h~; tn 4 \(o•:1 n:' ,, '''JJ't. ot' t.he 
r·ea1:i.t.~ ur)on vidc.l> ·'·,tJr' ,,Jent l•' r::i.+-u.··L<>(l. 

From the rorGgoin~, it is the opinion of this denartment 
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th:.'.lt VJU.t.er·! o rL:s :J.Lants n.nr1 ;'~nn lantn, to::u;t.h:.;r >.:.·:1.th the· 
distr·:tbutir_;n ~j.Jntu .. ~t, ni'l) l1:: lw t.:cxc.H':. by tlw lo'~''ll to.~~;tnr; 
::.:..utho::citie3 :l,u the oount,i.~:::: in t·lllch i~twi1 plant·: ~~r·e situated 
GlJ.d wo O.l'(l f.'ln•tt~,;.)!' 0 : tll\3 on Ln iou t\1.: .. t ;:'1L( ch c;].··,nt 8 ~\nd. the~ ir 
cU :::;tr·ibut.L;n sy:·.ter,ls o[ ut..tJ.:l. b(; ~\fiG2SE4ed j_n t..lt<3 count~r o.ncl 
eli r::Jt:ciot. :i.n o •. i"lcL th )L.Ht :i_;:; lOC<·G~\1, 

r. E. 'l'Atton 
Att;orney General 
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