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PUBLIC SCHOOL RETIREMENT SYSTEM: Prior servise &redit fiot’allowed
i B ' in PSRS under House Bill 151 for
time served In the armed forces

by a teacher.
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lionorable G. L. Donahos
Exocutive Secrotary

Public School Retirement Systom
Jefforson Clty, Missourl

Dear iir, Donahoe?

e hereby acknowledge racelpt of your request for
an opinion, vwhich read° as ;ollows~

"We would appreciats an opinlon on
the followlnp questlon concoerning
House DBill 151:

"1hoes the Board of Trustess have
the power to allow prior service
crodlt for time served by teachers
in thes armed forces of the Unltsed
States during a perlod of war?!

"We would appreciate an early con-
glderation of this questlon, since
wo plan to ask for an amendment to
the Retirement Act if tho Doard of
Trustenes does not have the power to
grant prlor service credit under the
above-mentlioned condition,"

House PBill 151, referred to in your requost, was
amendoed by iouse Bill 642 In the latter bill'"prior service"
1s dofined 1ln Sectlon i, suosection (13) as, "sorvice rendered
by a member of the retirement system before the system be-
comos operative, for whilch credit has been approved by the
board of trustees."”

The only part of Jlouse B11ll 151 in whlch roference 1r
made wilth regard to prior service crodit of those in the armed
forces, ls found 1n Section 5, subsectlon (4), which provides:
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"(4) tio prior service crodit shall be
granted to any percson who hocomes a
member after tho f irst year of the
system's operatlon, unless that porson's
fallure to vecome & member before or
durlng that year was due either to sor-
vice In the armed forces of the Unlted
States or to attondance at a recognized
aducational lnstiltubion for hls profese
sional lmprovament, A poerson serving

in the armed forces of the Unlted States
shall havo the semo right to prilor sor=
vice credit as onae who became a membor
before the ond of thio first year of the
system's operation, 1f he becomes a
member within ono year of tho date of

hils discharge from such service or wilth-
in ono year of sald date plus time spent
ag a student In a standard college or
university in further preparation for
sorvice as a public school employes. A
person attending a recognlzed educational
Ingstltublon for his professlonal lmprove=
moent shall have the samo right to prlor
servico crodlt as one who becamo a member
bafore the end of the first yoear of the
system's operatlion, 1f he becomes a
member wilthin throo years followlng the
date on which the sjstem vecamo operative,
and. within ono year of the date on which
his attondance at saild instltution ceased,"

Under Seection 5, subsectlon (2) of Iliouse Bill 151,
thoso porsons who are not in the armed forees ma; bocome membors
of the Publlic School uwstlirement Lystom vofore the end of the
school yoear noxt followins the date on which the systom boecomss
ocporative and clailm prilor service crudit, Dectlon 5, subsection
(4), liouse D11l 151, supra, further allows those who are in the
armed forces a preater poriod of time in which to become membors
of the gystom. R

There ls no provislon in ilouse B1ll 151 by which a
teachsy 1n the armod forces may clalm service crodlt In the
rublic Sehool Hetlremont System during the porlod that they are
in the armed forces, In the abhsence of such provision the
Board of Trustoes of tie gystem would be unauthorized to allow
such claim. Our adavice, therefore, is, that if the Board of
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Trustees deslres to grent service crodit for teachers in ,
the Fublic School Retirement Lystem durlng the time they have
served and are serving 1ln the armed forces, an amendment to
that effect would be necessary,

Coneluslon

_ It is tho opinion of this department that ilouse Bill
151 does not authorize tho Doard of Trustees of the Public
Sehool Retlrement Uystem to allow prior service credlt for
time served by teachors in the armed forces of the Unlted Statos
durlng a perlod of war,

Respectfully submitted,

J. MARTIN ANDIERSON
Asgistant Attorney General

APPROVID:

J. s TAYLOR
Attornay Gensral
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