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,,e horcby acknmvledco receipt. of your letter of 
l~ocent date J:>equest:i..ng an opinion from this' dopar't:ment; 
rea<Unc as follovJs: 

11Affectino' the compensation of' the C:J 

Assessors· Oi'fice a question hue a1•isen 
which .r v-1ou.lu nppl'eciate you.r c:1 vine 
some inl.'ol~ation On, 

11 '.Phe question is: .f<'or what, does the 
Assessor l'eceive corapensatiO!t'l' By 
this I would like to hnow if the Asses­
sor8 are compensated fo:P their duties 
\vhich they perfoi•m from Januar·y lst. to 
r,Iay 31st. o.f each year or is it f'or 
theil' duties performed from January lst. 
to .~Jecember 31 of' each iJalendur Year," 

Uouso Bill 891 of the 63:t•d General Assembly, which 
pl''ovides for the compensation of county assessors in co1.m'Giea 
or the third class, readsas follows: 

i 

"t1ectioa 1. 'rhe compensation of the 
county assc;:;sor.in counties of the 
third olass shall be 45 cents per list, 
and each county assessor shall be 
allowed a fee of' G cents per ent;1 ... y for 
malcinc; 1"Go.l estate anci. tangible perso11al 
acsocs~ant books, nll the renl ~state 
nnu tangible personal property assessed · 
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to ~ne person to be counted as one 
na:me, one-half of which shall be paid 
out of the county trea1:ury and the 

: ~-

other• one-half out of the state treas­
ury. The assessor in counties of the 
third class shall place the street 
address or rural route and post office 
address opposite the name of each tax­
payer on t-he tanbible personal property 
assessment book; provided that nothing 
contained in. this section shall be so 
construed as to allow any pay per name 
for tho naraes set opposite each tract of 
land assessed in the numerical list. 

"Section 2. ;fhe county asse~:sor in 
counties of -the third class shall receive 
~)5.00 pe1• day for each day he shall serve. 
as a member of the county board of equali-

. zation. · 

"section 3. The county assessor in 
counties of' the third class shall·receive 
as compensation for his services in tak­
ing merchants' tax statements and entering 
the·'Il in the tax boo};: as required bJ Sec~ 
tion 11308 1 the sum o:f 25 cents for each 
statement., 

"~ection 4. '.l.'he county nsse~sor in coun­
ties of' the thil•d class shall receivo 10 
cents fol" et=tch individual statistical 
list of' land acreage and. othez> accompany­
ing agricultural statistics .filed by him 
with the state depal•tment of agriculture 
as required in ~ection 14030. 

"Section 5. 'l.'he count;r assesso1., in coun­
ties of the third class shall be allol'led, 
f:or atte:nJ.ing tlle annual assessors' meet­
in:-; callGd by the state tax commission, 
as provided in sub-section 14 of Section 
15 of an Act of the .63rd Genel'•nl Assembly 
l~nown as J.iouse Dill no. 528, upp1•uvod 
Uocembo:P 19, 1945, the suru of (;~5.00 per 
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diem for the time actually and neces• 
sarily spent, including.going to and 
returning from such meeting, and shall 
be reimbursed for transportation ex• 
pense actually and necessarily incurred 
in going to and returning from said 
annual meeting, not to exceed 5 cents 
per mile. 

"Section 6. That Section 10996 of 
Article 2, Chapter 74, Revised Statutes 
of Missouri, 1939, be and the same is 
hereby repealed~" 

The assessors of the third class counties are compen~ 
sated by fees provided for in the above sections. Thes-e fees 
are collected foi' certain duties which are set out in House 
Bill 469 of the 65rd General Assembly. Of course, this bill 
provides that certain duties must be performed within a speci­
fied time but neither in this bill nor in House Bill 891 is 
there any mention of the term :for which the assessor receives 
said compensation. How~ver, Section 8 of said bill also pro­
vides that he must keep up the transfers in the "land list.n 
We believe this is an indi,cation that the Legislature intended 
that his duties would continue throughout the year. Also, 
Section 10943, R. s. Mo. 1939, provides that an assessor shall 
hold his o1'fice for a term of four years or until his successor 
is duly elected and qualified. This means that he will be a 
public officer for this time and should be in his office during 
the regular office hours so that he may serve the public if they 
should choose to call on him for information or help. 

follows: 
Section 13450, R .' S. Mo •. 1939, prov:tdes in part as 

"The :f'ees of no executive or minis .. 
terial officer of any county, ex­
clusive of the salaries actually paid 
to his necessary deputies, shall ex­
ceed the.swn of five thousand dollars 
for any one year. * * *" 

Here agaln we see that the Legislature intended that 
the assessor should be compensated for his duties for one year 
and not for a few months. 
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Section 10945, R. ~. Mo. 1939, provides: 

"Assessors elected under the provisions 
of th'is chapter shall enter upon the 
discharge of t hflir duties on the first 
day of June next after they shall have 
been elected, and· .shall hold their of­
fices for the term of four years, and 
until their successors are elected and 

' qualified." 

Since the term of the assessor is from June to June, 
we believe, in reading the above.section and Section 13450, 
supra, together, that his "basic compensation" of ~5,ooo.oo ·per 
year would be computed from June lst of one year to IIIay 31st of 
the next yaar. We note that Rouse Bill 469 provides that in 
1948 an assessor is to be elected in all count:l.es except 
countie.s with township organization but will not enter upon the 
discharge of his duties .until September next following his elec­
tion. 1rherefore, tlie present assessor-s would continue in office 
until September in 1949. 

Conclusion 

It is, therei'ore, the opinion of this department that 
assessors of third class counties receive ~~ annual compensation 
for duties performed from June 1st of one year to Ulay 31st of 
the next year. 

APPROV.LD: 

J.. k. TAfilot.·. 
Attorney; Gen;eral 
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Respectfully submitted, 

P .. tJi.S::tHW WILSON 
Assistant Attorney General 


