
AIRPORTS: 
"'!'' '1 
The lag is lat1i ve body of e. poll tj_cal...,subdi v;i.~.:t.,on which 
has .establidhed an airport may establish~a board or 
body to ad1ninis ter the same. 

January 29, 1946 

1·1r. Hu;:;h Denney, :uirec tor 
IJ:issouri state Department of 

hosources and Development 
State Office Duildi!l[; 
Jefi'urs on Ci t:Y, Missouri 

General Taylor wishes to ac1mowledc;e l'ocoipt of 
:your re(jtH3St from this department, which rends as follow8: 

provides: 

11 Tho Aviation Division of tho state 
Department of Hcsotu•ces and Develop .. 
mont has had many inquiries concerning 
Aviation law. VIe would like to hnve 
an official opinion as t6 whether or 
not a local ler,islativo body of a city, 
includinG a city under special charter, 
village, town or county, which has es• 
tablished an airport or landinr, field, · 
may vest authority for the construction, 
impl"Ovement, oquipmont, maintenance and 
operation thereof, in a board or body 

.especially appointed or provided for by 
·such city, villae;e, town or county. In 
other words can a political·sub-divlsion 
of the State establish under la\'" an 
Aviation Board- Airport Board or Airport 
OOi>UUission, to administer to the Aviation 
affairs of a political sub-division of 
the State." 

In that recnrd, Section 15126, R. s. hlo. 1039, 

11 Tho local logislativo body of a city, 
includinc; c 1 ties tmder s poe ial char tor, 
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villace, town or county which has es­
tablished an airpoPt or landinr; field 
and acquired, lensed, or set apart real,, 
.property for such purpose may construct, 
·improve, equip, maintain, and operate 
the same; or may vest jurisdiction for 
the construction, improvememt, equipment, 
maintenance, and operation thereof, in 
any suitable officer, board or body of 
such oi ty, villace, tovm or county, or 
may by franchise or contract authorize 
others, in vfuole or in part, to construct, 
equip, maintain, and operate·the same., 
'.rhe expense of such construction, improve­
ment, equipment, maintenance and operation 
shall be a city, village, town or county 
charge, in whole or in part, as the case' 
may be. The local legislative body of a 
city, villo.ea,· town, or county may adopt 
regulations and establish fees or char0es 
for the use of such airport or landing 
field•" 

a 

There is no restriction in this section as to classes 
of cities and it will include any political corporation of the 
state named therein. 

Such Aviation Board, Airport Doard or Airport Commis­
sion as roforrod to in your letter, may be established under 
the words 11board or body of such city, villaee.- town or county," 
as provided in f:~.oction 15126, H. s. Mo. 1939, supra, for the 
purposes desicnated. 

0 onclusion 

It is the opinion of this depul~tment thnt the legis­
lative body of a political subdivis1on of tho state which has 
established an airport or landine field and acq1:dl'od, lEJased, 
Ol' uot apart real property for such purpose, may os tablish a 
board or body to administer tho construction, iraprovements, 
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equipment, maintenance and oporation_thereof'. 

AP:PROV_,:J): 

J • J!/ • TAYLOR 
Attorney General 

Jl:.U~:.ii;G 

Huspoctfully submitted, 

J. Ml\HTI!J AliD:--:RS ON 
Assistant Attorney General 
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