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.MoTOR; Y.ilJICLlilS : 
tiGO-CART s II : 

I .~ ~- : ·~ :(.;,~·;;.~·;..,_/.•·~· ,\- : : 

11Go~carts" ·are umotor vehicles" .. wi thirl/i:he Missouri.: 
sta·tutes regulating the licensing and driving of' 

LICENSES: motor vehicles if they are driven upon the highway: 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE: As motor vehicles, "go-carts 11 must meet the statu­

.. tory lighting and equipment regulations for motor . 
vehicles if they are to be driven upon the high'WBiYS! 

/~ ' 

September 10, 19.59 

Bonora})ie OMi"les H. slo~ 
Pres;eou1i1ne Attomer 
R~.... :·J ·-c ·---~~-4--f+n.t\~- .- -.. _; .... :·; ay, . ettll v J ,.,., . .., ~···- .,. ,j' 

n~u; 111Gsot.?-r1 

»ea.rssr• 
!J:aia is in reply to lf'Our recent inquiey requesting an op1n1on 

as to .whether tile ao•oalle4 «go-carts"$ ope~t1ng on the public 
hipway• ot ·this State are reQ.Uj.red to be rest•tered with the De• 
pal'tmlEint of Revenue aa motor . v4;!h1el.es and . w-.~r the ~partment 
ot Revenue oouM ~ruse to license ~. said "J,~e&rt11 if they were 
not •~:PI*Gd .. wt,l;n·a'U.Ch thibgs as l1.$hts, horl\~ and proper brakes. 
Youx- ·tnq.Ul• J."dd$ as tollpn: · ·· ·· ·· · 

"'There are ~ number of ~11 vehicles, eom.o. 
monly reterred te> as ·,·Cfo.-cart.31, tihich are 
being opf,ir$-ted in thie eounty on the public 
streets .. roada and highways. Their opera­
tion has created a traffic safety problem. 

Please rend~r. an opinion whether the opera­
tion ot a so-.called ·rao-Cart ' on the public 
roads and highways of this .State requ.tres 
that they.beproperly regi.stered with the 
Department ot ttevenue. Also, it such is a 
requirement. can the said l)epa:rtment of 
Revenue refuse to license them it in their 
opinion the 'rao .... carts 1 are not properly 
equ1ppe4 with sueh thing$ as lights, horns 
.and proper brak$a? ». · 

Atter an extended study., we were unable to .find a case con­
taining a Jud.ioial detini tion of the so-called ugo·cart n. Accord~ 
ingl:r, we wrote to you requesting that a oomprehensi ve def1n1 tion 
of a. ngo-eart" be submitted by you and that you inform us a a to 
whether such vehicles were actively being used on the highways in 
your area. The compreh.ensi ve detini t1on or a 11go-cart fl set f'orth 
in your letter of August 15, 1959, will be used as a basis ror our 
opinion in answering the questi.ons posed by your request. Accord­
ingly, your definition reads: 



Honorable Charles 11. Sloan 

"A amall, veh1eular machine, measuring 48 
inches lons, 32 inohes wide and having 
2 1/2 inohee clea;rance trom the ground, 
which lla.s a . chain drive powere4 b;v a gaso­
Unf! l!lOtor having trom 2 l/2 to 5 horse 
power 8lld wMoh operates upon inflated 
ti~ll' t~t are upon 12.3 inches rear 
Wheels· a.Q.d 10 inches front wheels • " 

. ' 

Turnins now to the Missouri statutes ooverinS the registration 
ot motor vehicles .ae. t<»md in Chap.ttU,' J()l, · BSMo.f we shall.t1rat 
look to seo whe1;per, the above deesorib~. "SQ-cart ' is a JJ,\Otor vehi-. 
o.le Within the m~an;tng ot this chap.te~. · \fe quote, in part, the 
de:f"inition statute, Section 301.010, RSMo. Cum. Supp. 1957: . 

nAf.l used ~ ch{t.Pter · 301· and· seet1one 
304,0).0.to.304.040 and 304.120 to 304.570, 
RSMo; ·tne tollowtng tenns meant 

• * • * * * • * * • 
15. rMotor ve.hicle, • any selt•ProPell~d 
vehicle not .operated exol~s1vel1·· upon 
tracke, except farm tractors;u 

These vehicles might, in turnJ fal~ within two other provi­
sions of this statute; that denominated as "reconstru¢ted motor 
vehicle" o~ a "specially constructed motor vehicle". However, 
sinca these vehicles are by their statUtory.definition merely par• 
ticular types ot motor vehicles; we Bhail not attempt to ocmf'ine 
our inquiry to particular types of motor vehicles. 

It is evident::-rrom reading the comprehensive definition of 
"motor vehicle" a a round in our statUte·& ("any self-propelled 
vehiole not operated exclusively upon tracks~ except ram trac­
tors.&") that a "go.-.cart«~ is a motor vehicle within the statutory 
def.inition. By the definition given, iti'ia "selt~pr?p~lled 11 but 
it does not operate on tracks and it i~ no~ a fann tractor. 

A farm tractor i'e also defined by section 301.010, R.SMo. Cum. 
Supp. 1957., as "a tractor uaed exclusively for agr1cultll,l'lal pur­
poses n and a tractor is defined as "any motor vehicle, designed 
primarily for agricultural uae or used as a traveling power plant 
or tor drawing other vehicles or farm or road building int~lements 
and having no provision tor carrying loads independently; '. 

"'= 



Honorable Cbarlee 11. Sloan 

Clearly, a "go-cart" does not meet the statutory exception 
set forth in the definition of a motor vehicle. 

section 301.020, RSMo'! Culli. Supp. 1957, set·s forth the reg1s­
tration and licensing requil'ements for motor vehicles. Aga.i.n, we 
quote 1n pat-t: 

(l) ·A brief description. ~t the motor vehi­
cle to be registered, including the name 
ot the manufacturer, the manufacturer 1 s or 
other identifying number, and character, 
and amount of motive power, stated in fig­
ures or horsepower; 

(2) The name, residence and business address 
of.the owner of such motor vehicle; 

* * • * * * * * * * 
(4) It such motor vehicle be a specially 
constructed or reconstructed motor vehicle, 
the application shall so state and the 
owner shall furnish the director of revenue 
such addi tiona1 infomation as he ahall 
require. 11 (Bmphasis ours. ) 

·-. 
Again, the statutory wording is clear that if' the so-called 

ngo-cart" were usad on the highways of this State it would have to 
be registered and licensed as any other motor vehicle. 

The definition quoted ~ Section 301.010, RSMo. Cum. Supp., 
supra, is 1n substance the same as that found in Chapter 302, RS 
Mo. (Sec. 302.010, RSMo.) defining motor vehiolea for purposes of 
licensing dr1 vers o~ motor vehicle operators. By the terms of 
Section 302.020, RSMo., an operator of a motor vehicle of the 
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" . . :: ......... ' . . ..... '. . . . .... ,, . . . . . . . . •' 

.l~:"~a# .. ··;f;~t- -~1·4 .. ,~.eQ· .. ba<ve 1to: .b.e.ve. an,. opex-afior•a lioenae to 
drive ~h • veh1ole uPOn the hlSbwave or thia ~tate. . 

. , .. ~~~rv e~i~ii;.:."q\&i~ta:·tor.:llotor :vehicl~~ .~ .f~un<l 
in ~,.,, ~4;,. : BSMo.- IT the teas ot BeoiJ1on. 304.500, ISMo. 6 1t 
1• the ~utr· ot the · Director t;Jt l.e'Vtln.ue not M lioenae JllOtol' Yeh1-
c1ea ~thout aat«iltv. ,c:t-..a. Ltlcow1ae;, b;:the ·tems .ot ·Seotion 
J04._S691 IJ$MO,_,, --~~- ~- .r.~..,_d: that, ~~r :v~ol's. ~- .p~v1ded 
wi~ oae~r n~-.ea.t7 .. ~~tJ ............. ,. .. .. . .. 

"(l .. ),·::J~i~ ·4~vt"•' •. ··-~·:~~r ·vehicle· 
ehal.~ b.e · ·. · - 4 ~th a ho~-. · cU..rected tor-
ward,_ ~1' , . . . . . . • 1n good wo.rid.n& .) order, c.apa­
bl~ O:t .elll1~t,~ -. eoung adectuate. 1n. q,uant1 tJ' 
~- v~l~e .. tc> stve ftX'llilll of the al)proach I 

ot auch vehicle to other uaut.-• ot the h1ghway I 
an<! ·to pt;tdee,tri-.ns.lf.. Buoh sJ.snaltng deVice . ·. 

· 811a.ll •·•· uSee.\. for W(lr.ni,nS . P\U'POae• only and 
~~1 Jtot be -~Md ·tor .-.kiDS pY.unnec~ssaey· 
no~s~, ar1~. ~. other: eoun4•pro4\tc_1ng . s1snalin8 
dev1qe -~~. be UMd at . any. __ ,tme~. · 
(21 Ruttier outwts: Mt.tttler cUtouts· shall 
not be · used. .. an_, no. vehj.ole ma.ll be dri "en 
in suotl ~~r.or condition tbat.exee&sive 
and unneee,.aaey noiaea shall be D1a(ie by 1 ta 
machinery, motor. signaling '·4ev1ce, or other 
parts, o:r by any· improperly loaded cal'go. 
The motors or all motor. vehicle• shall be 
tit ted witn PNPerly' attacne4 .aurnex-s or 
eucb oapacitt orqpnstruotion.ae to quiet 
the .maximum poeeible e.xha.uat· no1ee · as com-· 
pletely ae ia done in modern, pa engine pas­
aenger motpr vehicle a. Ant o:u.tout or open­
ins in the exhaust pipe between the motor 
and the tnlltt"lft on any motor .ftbicle shall 
be completelt closed and ._aieconn•eted ·from .· 
1te_opel;."at1n& lever, a.n<a sha.ll·be.ao arranged 
that it cannot a~tomatioalll open, or be 
opened or.operated while-such :vehicle is in 
motion. · · · 

(3) B:r:-akes: All motor vehicl&s, except motor• 
cycles, . shall be proVided a.t . all times w1 th 
two sets of adequate brakes, kept in good 



· .. --- 0~1- .,lt Jllei)tOrQ,.Cl ... ,tbtJ.l be. ~~ . ; 
. vtfed ·WJ.tn· on• ,qt Q.t ~ectua1ie :l>.Mke• Jcept 

1n aoo4 -.~ ot*4er. 

,,'1 
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· ·(4)'-.ta:~r,u · : '11~ . .Otol'· !~o1.t8;_ :~.eli _ _.. . · · · · 
·:;-:::~;;!·.::.i~==~n~Jl'=f:~:-'·:·.~: .·., ·.· ..... 

· · ·looldnl -bacS.~'<>1'· ~aroun<t tbe'. -e14 •. dat ::web ·fth1"'" · , ·, 

· ·=:e -~~:.·z=:: -.-r.=~: :ft: ::.t-:i:•'e.- · 
·.·:trom :Wie .. o,es1a.•s-·';• ua.t •.. "·., . .-:.· ·. . . - · _ 

' I ' ! • • • .•. • ; ~ .-., .' ; 1 : . , 

(5) .-roJeot1ona on •· . a, _All vet,ncles 
ce.;reyins- l'M)3.~e or- · · ·. ~bJe.cta.J .~o-h P-~""' 
~eet more . thah t1 .· · tl'OIB . tb.e · Mr ·. ot 
su_ . cb __ ._-veh1 ___ el_••_ . __ aua. ___ , 1, __ · 4urin~_ ···-._-_tile_._·. P._ •. -_-••_·.Jfi_· od :Wh_ en_ .. 
li;bta •re-~~ by -thi•-~r~ Mrl"9' 
a -tte4 . Ulht at .-o~ .. -_near . the .• ~ar-- -eti4· 9t .~he 
pol-. OJ.' other o1>.1oct; &lO- p1;'03.e,ot:tQS~--- 41: 
othe:t" ,;~a a . red tlas or: -cloth~ .not -le•• .·.­
than --~n il)ches square~ · .an.l,. be 411J• 
p:lay"· at the tn4 Of 8UOh pro.jeOtion. 

' . . ... 

(6) row 111\e$ t .• -.When one vehi.oie 'ie b$ing 
towed by anotb•r · they . &hall ._be ooupl.ed br a 
line so .that . tbe . ,t'tfo veh1olea .'Wtll. be sep..-. 
ratecl b;r not;· more· tnan· t+tte1en ·teet and ·there 
a~all .be- d!aplayed on the tow. l1n• ·. '- White 
cloth or -papexa . so that the : same :.Will · b~ 
clearly v!s1ble to other. user:e · ot tb.e high .. 
\f&Y • ~inS th~ t1me .liFts ai'e requ1re4 l>Y 
this ehapte~ the l:"equiret1. l~ts tlhall . be 
displayed by- 'both vehicles.~ . •.. . ,_ .. 

Other than these equ.tptq.en~ _requ.irementa, there is no other 
GP_ eoitic equi.pment requir-eli't_ . tnt~- . Und_· er the. lisht_ ~-· x-equirement as 
round in Chapter 304, the Dire<ltor ot·lla"Venue is authorized to 
approve ot and Qtake rules relating to 11$hting equipment on .motor 
vehicles :tn a.ddit:ton to the ap¢o~t1c tli.iatutor--; requirelnents eet 
torth 1n that chapter tor li$ht1ng eqU1pnatmt .on motor vebteles. 
'there:fot-e, the lighting requirements of this chapter must ·be met, 
as well as any lighting regulations promulgated b;r the dil!eetor 
tor motor vehicles. 

-5-

'. 



" . !i -;. ~~ . -~ -

.. 0,,_. . ·-····· .,, 

. . ~ . . ' 
> \ ; , , ' ;' ; , ~ : • ;_ • : I ' r ~ I '.. ' ' ; ~ i 

1 

, '·~ / • ; : 

. . ·. · Yo~~ very ,tru.lJ, 

· · JOhn H~ Ialton 
· · ~ttomer General 

. •' •;;.' ,, -
' . 


