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'SCHOOLS:  School district may appear:before State

SGH@OL bISTRICTS. Tax.Commission at hearing on appeal of
. _TAXATION: assegsment and may employ expert wit-
STATE TAX COMMISSION : nesses for such purpose, ‘

Decemberll5, 1959

Honorable Raymond R. Roberts
Prosecuting Attorney
St. Francols County
'Farmingten, Missouri

Dear 8ir:

This is in response to your request for opilnion dated
November 24, 1959, whieh reads as follows:

“Requeat is hereby made for an opinien
conecerning the follawins questiana:

1. Is it proper for a school baard
affected by values therein considered
t@ intervene as a party and interest in

an appeal from a county Board of Equaeliza~
tian to the State Tax Commission coRcerning
intra~-county valuabi@ns on real estate? "

2., If it is proper for an interested
gchool district to so intervene, 18 it
proper for .the schodél board to make neces-
sary expenditures for the use of expert
witneﬂses?

The procedure for appealing from a decisian of the county
board of equalization is set forth in Chapter 138, RSMo. Par-
ticularly, Section 138, 43@(2), RSMo 1949, provides:

"2. Every owner of real property or
tangible personal property and every
merchant and manufaeturer shall have
the right of appeal from the local
boards of equalizatlon under rules
prescribed by the state tax commisslon,
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Although we have found n@,ﬁiasauriuﬁasea squarely on the
point, the law generally is sét out' in 79 €.J.8., School and
School Distriets, page’ 316, Eea@iﬂn 428{b):

"Phe aapaeity to aue er é‘sueé earries
with it all powers that are ordinarily
incident to the prosecution @r'aefense
of a sult at law o7 in eqaity L S

It is apparently commen praetiee f@r the taxpayer to employ
expert witnesses in actions of this nature, and we perceive no
reason why the pelitical subdivision appearing before the Tax
Commission for the purpose of protecting its revenue should be



Honorable Raymond R, Eéﬁartg

in any different position, If the. enmployment of an expert
witness is reasonably necessary to the presentation of the
. @chool dlstrict's case before the Qommission, we are of the .

~opinion that it may do so,

It is the opinion of this office that & schosl district |
ligble to be affected by review of a tax assessment may appear |

before the Stete Tax Commission and he heard thereon, We are
af the further opinion that if 1% is ressonsbly necessary for
the presentation of the sehool district's case at such hearing,
the gchool distriet may employ and present the testimony of ‘
expert witnesses. “ L e D o
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