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ASSESSORS: co~nty assessor cannot require a listing 
TAXATION:. 
COUNTIES: 
~ERSONAL PROPERTY: 

it per roomu with a valuation on each room, i 
to the statutory itemization or personal property. 

\·~. 

* " 
Hoaora.,).• s. ••~'7 ll4~14ee-. 
a••ovt · st.•• · ••••• 
.retr•••il cu .• ,.. u•··-~ 
»e~ur Seutor »a•l<leoAt 

'tou bave.ree•~t•lv l"et•••••a. tro:m. thts •ttl•• •• og$.Jl1on con• 
ee:Pn1as the· -.. •••••••' l>l..- ·ovt•a'lll b•1ns tUied. by FPaac1s· 
it •. t•u•ciT• •••••••t ot ,.,. L~ta cout;r1 •·••ourt~ n. ca•••t!•ns 
WlUCJJl.·J'OU &Skt ,..l'&,phr&aect &ltd COUOUG.fie4t are &$ fOllOWIU 

Ma.r •~J.• .•••••·..- nqu,bt• th• ._,.,. • .-, 
•• •k1»a a.. 'llet 91· ll!.•. -.lll• .. ,_ ... 
,...,1 ,.oprt;r. to .lt-.tae hJ.• ptopert7,. 
wti.loh 1~ttllll••tl•• tn•luqa. • ttl\t~all 
•••h a8 . u-.l.~ o•her P'~'oaa1· :P4i b.ouae• 
b.eld ,rop$r1JJ ,** aA4 •1•• ~·~· th.• · 
ta&par•r to 1d1t&'tie t;lle ~•• ot roou 
he ooo\\p$.ea ant'•et a m•*-U.. -.;aJteJ'••eat 

· per rooa ba.s•4 ~poa th• :e-O'ailt*lon ot the 
o·eateats thei*•et1 

S·eotlon 1)7.120, ll814o 1949. req\llres that IJiu.Ch a list of property 
shall oorlt."tn ••~tate 1t~~· It 1•,.· aJl,ar.-ntl.y1 . wt4er thia .authority 
that the ••••••el! of~-·· L9uis oou1 f'eq.utx-•d ~.1tem1aatton of tele• 
vision setJ, racU.os~ t•frlgera.torlll, eh. 1 1.l'l Seotlen 4- e£ tlu:~ blank. 
t'h1a, ot oQurae, 1a FtJMI~' and toll.~s the s.Cheme set up itt said sec• 
t;ion of the sta.tu.te" fhl.s blank thea reqla1rea aa 1nd1fU\tioA of the 
"numbet- ef rooms OO$l1Jfled." and ••ta u,p a table tor th.e valuation ot 
such rooms aa followst 

"® ~2QQ & up (llew Q~nd1 t!on) 
® . 100.· & u•p (.Good ". ondtt.io-Q) 
@ $0 & up (Pair Gond11';1on) 
@ 25 .& up (Poor Oondit:l.on)" 



It will be noted tu t ln the 1 te·mtza ~ion above are suoh general 
olaaait1oat1ons as "Jtonw and &ardtn Furnittare" anti "all other per ... 
sonal or ho.wu~hol.d propertr.• IJ!hua.t: if th• taxparer prope~.l:r tilled 
out the 1tem1Pt1o.n portion of this blank he would hav• llated ftr 
aaaes•ment all ot tb.e p$raoaal household propertJ and the T&luati.,n 
b7 reom wo-uld. be a dupl1eat1on. . 

s•h valua t1on bJ room., either wt. th or vi thout a m1nll}l'Qm. valua• 
tion per room, ia not autlu»rised 'by 'he st.atllte. Fut-tber, '1fhen the 
taxparer lists his propertr, lt 1• his ciutJ' te place a val.u• th•reon 
$Dd the &18.SCIQ'i' mA"f DOt fiX &lther & lll&X.iliDlm. 01' a miaimU. (Jon• 
sequeniilJ; it woUld appt•r that that part •t the blank eal11~~g tor 
lie1U.ng of ·"ratuaa.l pl'"ope:t'tJ bJ P90m 1$ uau,hoJ~"!.zed &7 J.,aw, aad 'he 
taxpayers ma7 net be· required. to oom.ple1;e tih1a portion e>f the asaesl!l• 
m.ent blank, !h$ taxpay•:v 1s, of colU"ae, r•quired to list all ot his 
property foJ! &a·sessment •. and. such rethllt v1ll be obta.iaed oen the 
1 temized portton of t·he blaftk is p7op•rly filled tn. 

It is, theretore, on the basis of the foregoing, the eonclusion 
of this otfiee that the asaeeaor of st. Louis Oount;r may not require 
a return of personal household property on the basis ot the number 
of :rooms QCO.up1ed and a valuation per room, and that a taxpaJer Who 
properly fills out the remainder of the blanks and ignores this nper 
room" provision bas properly.listed his propertr for assessment a,.s 
required by law. 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared by 
my assistant, Fred. L. Howard., 

Yours very truly, 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


