
MISSOURI STATE SCHOOL: Division of Mental Diseases having estab­
lished a location at Higginsville~ 
~~ssouri, as a unit of the Missouri State 
School in pursuance of Section 202.590, 
RSMO 1949, it is the opinion of this 
office that the money appropriated for 
the use of the ~lissouri State School 
for "erection of a building or buildings 
suitable for housing 500 additional 
patients and equipment for such buildings" 
may be used to erect such building or 
buildings at the Higginsville, Missouri, 
locationo 

March. 16, 19.54 

Honorable Christian F. Stipp 
Representative of Carroll County 
House of Representa~ives 
Jefferson Ctty, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Stipp: 

We herewith render our opinion based upon your request of 
February 24, 1954, which request reads as follows: 

nsection ;.lSO·of House Bill #383 of the 
Sixty-seventy General Aas$Mbly• regular 
session• provides as follows: 

"'There is hereby appropriated out of the 
state treasury, ch$rgeable to the funds 
herein. designated 1 for the use of the Missouri 
State School, for payment of salaries and ~nages 
of tche oi'fioe.rs and employees 1 for the original 
purchase of property; for the repair and nl• 
placement of property; and tor the operating 
and other expenses; for the period beginning 
July 11 195.3 and ending June 301 1955. 

ttFor the Missouri State School, payable from 
General Hevenue Fund as follows: . 

"Personal Service& 

"Salaries of the superintendent, psychiatrists, 
psychologists, social workers, assistant ph1(sicians 
dentists, steward, and other employees ••• fl,200,o&o.oo 
''Additions: 

"Erection of a building or buildings suitable for 
housing 500 additional patients and equipment for 
such buildings. • • • • • • •. • • • • $1,000, 000.00' 
••This said House Bill No~ 383 containing the quoted 
portion of said Section 5.150 was approved by the 
Governor on July 14, 1953. 



'r 

Honorable Ohristiam F. Stipp 

nAt that time the Missouri State 
School consisted of the Missouri 
State School at r.tarshall; the Missouri 
State School at Carrollton, and the 
St. Louis Training School. At that 
time there were no schools in temporary 
or permanent camps established in any 
other place in this state by the Divi• 
sion of Mental Diseases ·wtth:Ln the 
meaning of Section #202.590, Revised 
Statutes of Missouri 1949. 

"Thereafter, on February J 1954, the 
Director o£ the Division ol !.fental 
Diseases, with the approval of the 
Director of the Dep~ment ot Public 
Health and Welfare, by departmental 
order, established upon state•owned 
property formerly known aa the O~n­
federate Home at Higginsville a unit 
of the ~Assouri State School. 

rti resp~ct.t'ully requ~SJst an opinion 
from your office on the question of 
whether or not the sum of one million. 
dollars appropriated by said Section 
5.150 o:r said House BiU /1383 may be 
us.ed .for the erection of a building or 
buildings suitable for housing five 
hundred additional patients at Higgins­
ville.,. 

"In my opinion the legislature must have 
the correct answer to this question before 
:i.t can p!'operly consider the subject of 
an additional appropriation for the branch 
of the Missouri State School at Higgins• 
ville as requested in the recent message 
~£ the Governor~ and I therefore request 
8} prompt reply •" t 

It is·noted first, that the appropriation bill referred 
to; Section 5.150 of House Bill No. 383, 67th General Assembly, ' 
contains no reference to the ~ at which the building or · 
buildings shall be erected. Looking only to such appropriation 
bill; then1 there would be no legal objection to the erection 
or the buildings or building at Higginsville. 

Does the general law contain any express or implied pro­
hibition against the erection or such building or buildings at 
Higginsville? We think not, but believe that Section 202.590 1 
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Honorabl.e Christi.an F ~ Stipp 

RSMo 1949p expressly permits the Division of Mental. Diseases: 
to. establ3.sh "su.oh other school.s in temporary or· permanent. 
camps * * * tn other pl.aces in this state!!~" · Said section reads 
:Ln full as follows c · 
. . • I 

"There is hereby establish,ed in.this 
state a colony for teeble~;nded and 
epil.eptics. to be known as •The Missouri 
State School,• which .shall consist. ot 
the Missouri State School.. at Marshall, · 
the Missouri State Schoq1 at Oarrollt.on1 
the St~ L.ouis Tra.int.tlg Seh,ool, and such 
other· schools tn temporary or perma.nen't 
camps as the d1 vision. of men~ diseaaes 
may e$tablish !n other· places in this 
stat$.,." .. 

This section after naming the ?VT.issouri State School at 
Marshall, the Missou~i State School at Carrollton and the St. 
Louis Training School• provides specific authority for the 
Division of Mental Diseases to establish other schools in other 
places in this state as units o£ the Missour,i.State School, It 
was in pursuance o£ thi.s authority 1Jhat Higginsville was estab­
lished as one of such units. Having been established as one o£ 
such units, it stands on the same footing as those specifically 
named in the-law • at least so tar as the appropriation measure 
is concerned,, 

Construing the appropriation bill with reference to this 
section., we conclude that the .$11000,000o00 appropriated by 
Section 5,1.50 ot House Bill No,, ;,S:Jt 67th General Assembly, may 

. be used for the "erection of a building or buildings suitable 
for housing 500 additional patients-and equipment for such build­
ings" to be located at Higgl.nsvi11e, Missouri, such location 
having been established as a unit of the Missouri State School 
by order of the Director of the Division of Mental Diseases with 
the approval of the Director of the DeP'!rtment of Public Health 
and Welfare, 

GON:CLU$ ION 

The Division of·Mental Diseases having established a loca­
tion at Higginsville, Missour~ 1 -as·a unit of the Missouri State 
School in pursuance o£ Section 202,.590, RSMo 1949 it is the 
opinion of this office that the money appropriateA for the use 
ot the Missouri State School for "erection o£ a building or 
buildings suitable for housing 500 additional patients and 
equipment for such buildings" may ba·used to erect such build­
ing or buildings at the Higginsville, Missouri, location. 
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Honorable Christian F. Stipp 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was pre• 
pared by my Assistant, Mr. Don w. Kennedy. 

ltJDK :hr 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN M. DALTON 
Attorney General 


