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COUNTY COURT: County Court in counties of third class may not

ASSESSOR: = employ clerical and stenographic personnel for the
office of dssessor other than is provided in Section

534095, V.A.M.Se

Pebruary 1, 1954

Honoreble Earl Saunders
- Prosecuting Attorney
Jofferson aunby
_Hillsberb, Missourd

,ﬁear Mr; ‘BSaundersat

Raferenee is wede to y@ur recent request for an officiel
opinian @f this office wh@rain the following question is aske&:

"Kas the Gaunty caurt the authority to hire -
_'a oleriosl or stencgraphic assistent, fix the
compensation of gaid asslstant and pay same
out of the County Treasury, for the use of the
assessor in addition to the provisions of Sec,
| 53.995, Mos RS, Oumlative Supplement, 1951,"

Your attention is directed o Seetion 53a395, .A.H¢s. enacted
by the 66th General Assembly which provides es fellawsz

"The county assessor in each county of classes
thres and four mey appoint and fix the compensa=
tion of such clericel or stenographic assistants
g8 may be necessary for the efflcient performance
.of the duties of his office, The compensation
_of such elerical or stenographic¢ assistants shall
“be peid from the county treasury and shall not
~exoceed six hundred dollars pér annmam in counbtiles
~of elass three nor six hundred dollars per annum
in counties of class four.”

This seetion provides that the essessor may appoint such
clerical snd stenogrephic essistents es mey be necessary for the
efficient performance of the duties of the office, to be paid from



" Honorsble Earl Saunders

“the county treasury in an amount not to exceed $$600, per annum,
What then 1s the effect of this provision?

y It 4is a famillar rule that the primery end fundemental fector
in the construction of a statute is the ascerteinment of the law=

maker's intent, Turner v, Kansas City, 191 S.W, 2d. 612, and,
further, thet where the statute limits the doing of the thing in a

prescribed manner it necessarily includes in the power grented

the negative that it cannot be otherwise done, Lancaster v, County

~ of Atchison, 180 W.W, 2d, 706, Keeping in mind these rules it is
our opinion that Section 53,095 precludes the payment out of ,

county funds of clerical or'stenographic assistants working in

the cffiee of' asseasor,

Ths General Assembly in enacting this provision took into
consideration the needs of the various assessors for clerical and
stenographic asssisbants and authorized the officilel to contract
for such hire and provided for their payment from county funds not
to exceed & stated amount. The Legislaturé could have providsd for
other and addltional clerical and stenogrephic assistants but d4id
not and in so doing (under the rule above stated) placed an implied
prohibition ageinst such additional employment other than in the
manner provided and in excess of the county funds specificeally
allowed therefor,

CONGLUSION

Therefore, 1t is the opinion of this office that the county
court of a county of the third class has no authority to hire
clerical or stenographic assistants for the assessor and pay said
employees out of county revenue other than as provided by Section
534095, V.AeMeS,

This opinion, which I hereby approve, was written by my
assistent, Mr, Donal D, Guffey.

Yours very truly,

JOHN M, DALTON
Attorney General
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