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. CRLMINAL SEXUAL PSYCEGPATHS' Magistrate courts have Jurlsdlctlon to

STATE HOSPITALS: ! proceed against one properily. chafged
MAGISTRATE COQURTS : before such court with the commission
JURISDICTICN OF MAGISTRATE of a:crime under the Criminal Sexual-

COURTS ¢ - Psychopath Act, and to commit such person
o “i»» to the State Hospital at Fulton, Mi's'souri
pursuant to said Act.

December 27, 195L

_:"f _mc RQ P' i‘f‘iﬁag ﬁ. Bo
Acting Bupepintendent

Btate Hospital No. 1.

Fultan, ﬂiasauri

Dear Mr. Pvine:

Thia mill aaknewlaﬂga veee&pﬁ nf your 19%&5: of Decsmber 10
198k, wherséin you request an opinion of this office on the rol1¢w~
ing qnésﬁiani

*We would appveeiaﬁe an apinien from. your
office on the following matter: if en 1ndivia
“dusl i® charged in the Maglsirate Court,
{Boone Gounty) ae being a oriminal sexual
peychopath, by that aaurt, san he be praperly
committed by thet sourt to this hoapital»‘

Sectien 202.?3& R8Mo 1949 Eravi&es that “whqn any person is
chargéd with a oriminal offense™ and pertain thinga appear to the
prosecuting atterney, certain preaadnres shall be followed under
the Criminal S8exual Paychopeth Ao, Thus it eppears that in any
court in which a person is charged with a c¢riminsl offense, the
provisions of thé Criminsl Bexuel Paychopath Act mey become appli=
cable and the court before which such person is charged shall have
Jurisdiation to proseed under aaid Actas

By Section 556.010 RSMo 19&9. the term “eriminal off'ense" is
defined to embrace both misdemesnors and felonies, Likewise, in
the case of Myles v. 8%, Louls Public Service Company, 52 awaa 595,
the 8%, Louls Court of Appeals held that the term "criminal offenge"
applies to misdemeanors as well a8 to faleniaa.

By Section 543,010 RSMo 1949, magistrate courts (wiﬁh exaep~
tions not applicable here) have consurrent originel jurlsdiction,
co~extensive with the boundaries of their countles, with the cireuib
court in all cases of misdemeanors, .



Mr, R, P, Px'ice, M, ‘D.

‘fore, if one were charge *'Mth a misdameanor, the magia”;
/ in Boone County would : Jurisdioction of the subjeot~-
d»sueh charge of miedamea or ‘Quld gonstitute a “nriminal
; 202.710 RSMo 1949, and
the magisbvate eourﬁ would be autharized under such section and
the ‘other sections comprising the Criminal Sexual Paychopath Aet
to prooe _under sald Act, and in & proper case te commit the’ peraan
charged o 3tate Hoapital No.‘l on, Missouri, under the" pr
'viaien‘ th Act.
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therefore, the’ conclusian of this offiece bhat tha thisn
traﬁe Court of Boone County, Missocuri has jurisdiction to, and may':

commit, & person charged beforé it with the commission of a misdem

meanor to State Hospital No. 1 at Fulton, Missouri, under the ¢riminal
sexual Psyehopath Aet.

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared by
my Assistant, Mr, Fred L. Howard.,

Very tpuly yours,

John M., Dalton
Atberney General
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