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COUNTiESi% St “Clair County will become a third class

CLASSIFLGATION OF county as of the beginning of the county
COUNTIES: . fiscal year January 1, 1957,

December 17, 195k
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”sinne ﬁhe $30° m&lliﬂa veluation is the dividing
iine between 3rd and lth class counties, does

it not follow that, under the eclassification law,
Bt, Cleir County will bocome s Erd cless eaunty
eutomatically, on January 1, 1955,"

. The cheange in elassifiaa%&an of counties is governed by the
proviaians of 3ae%ian 118,030 REMo. 19&9, whieh reads as fellewaz

"Por the purposes mf é&tarmining the {nitial
class of the various counties, the assessed
.valuatimns of the respeotive cauntiea as set
forth on pages 333 to 40O of the 'Journal of
the Board of Fqualizabtion of the State of
Migsourld for the Year Ending December 31,
19&&* shell be usedy provided, however, that
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hsreafvar ne caunty ghall be deemed as moving
from o lower élass ta & higher cless or fyom
a higher class to a luwer class until the asge
~ seased valuatio a@"aaid gounty shall have
been guch as to pl“’e 1% in such ether class
fopr five sudoessive yearsjy provided further,
that the ochsnge from one classification to
enother shall becoms effective at the begine
ning of the county fisoal year following the
next gener ral election after the certification
by the gbtate equmlising agency for the fifth
- successive year that sald county possesses
. .=n asgessed valuatlon placing it in another
" elessj provided further, that if a general
-“;';eieaﬁian shell be he -éetween ‘the date of
 ‘gueh earﬁifiaatien and the end of the eurrent
fisaal yeur, such change of olassification
shall not becoms effective until the begin-
-ning of the dounty fiscal year f@llawing tha
,naxt su@ceeding ganeral elections”

Ths aertif&caﬁian referraﬁ to in the above statute ‘
is that contained in the snnuasl report of the State Tax Commiasian,
which is made pursuant to the r:guiremenbs of Section 138.U4i0,

- B8Mo, 1949, and which must contain all of ita proceedings end
declsions while acting as a boeéwd of equalization, Such report
containg the finally complete and accurate determination of
the assessed velusbtion of the veriouns connties of the state,
This report covering the’ petivitiss of the State Tax Commission
is made as of December 313% or sach years

An assassed valuatian of ten million dollars is the ‘
dividing line bstween third and fourth olass counties, Section
118,020, RSMo 1949, You state that 8t, Glalr County has had an
assessed valuabtlon in excess of ten million dollers for the
years 1950, 1951, 1952 and 19534 You also state that the
asgeased valuabtion for the year 195l is in excess of ten million
dollers, However, from the ebove it will appear that this figure
for 1954 is not the finml certification contemplated by the
sbove-quoted provisicns of Séctlon 484030, but is e preliminary
figure, and that the certification to be uged in determinin
the olassification of St. Clair County is that to be found gn
the annuel report of the State Tex Commission for 1954 whioch
will be mede as of December 31, 195hs Assuming, (and it appears
regsonable to do so) that this ‘certification when made will
show an assessed valuation for Sty Clalr County in excess of ten
million dollars, it will then be true hhat 8ty Clair County
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has had an assesged valuatlon, as certified b{'ths State Equalie
~ zation Agency, for five years and thus, 5t, Clair County will
have met the vealuation quallfications %er a c¢hange from a fourth
cless county to a third class county, On the basls of this
assumption, and spplying such assumed facts to the provisions of
Section 46,030, 1t eppeers that the certification of assessed
valuation in exvess of ten million dollers for the fifth
successive yeer will be made as of December 31, 1954, The next
eneral eleotion after such certification will oceur in November,
1956, ‘anid under the provisions of said Section 184030, 8t, Clair
County would become e third class county as of the beginning of
ity fiscal yeur following said general election of 1956, Under
the provisions of Segtion 50,010, RSMo 1949, the county fiscal
year vuns from Junuary lst to December 31, of each calendar year,
and, therefore, the effectivé date of the change of classification
of 8ts Clair County from a county of the fourth claass to a county
of the third cless would be at the beginning of its fiscal year,

Jenuvary 1, 1957,

While the statutes require the state auditor to give notifi~
cation of such & ¢hange, hig action in so doing is purely ministerial
and will not affeet the happening of such chenge. BSee in this cone
nection opinion of this office dated November 22, 195l, to Honorable
Stephen R. Pratt, prosecuting attorney, Cley County, e copy of
which 1s encleosed herewith, o

As to any problems which mey arise in this connection because
of the change in compensation of the various county officials, see
the opinion of this office dated January 29, 1953, to Honorable
Curt M, Vogel, prosecuting attorney of Perry County, a copy of
which is enclosed herewith for your information,

| CONCLUSLON

1% is therefore, the conclusion of this office that St, Clair
County will change 1ts classificatlion from fourth class to third
glgss effective at the beginning of its fiscal year, Jenuary 1,

. The foregoing opinion, which I heweby approve, was prepared
" by my essistant, Mr. Fred L, Howard, -

Yours very truly,

FLHtemtmw
Enc., 2 Opinions to Jehn M, Delton
Hon. Stephen K. Pratt, 11-22-5l;; Attorney Genersal

Hon, Curt M. Vogel, 1-29-53

cc: Edwin W, Millg
Prosecuting Attorney
Osceola, Missouri



