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COUN'riES ::, 
CLASSIFICATION OF 

COUNTIES: 

Sto Clair County will become a third class 
county as of the beginning of the county 
fiscal year January 1, 1957 o 

December 17, 1954 

Honpr-.bl• MO~an n. llawta 
lf.lttioJ-ney at taw · : · 
·o••••la:t Mta•out 

·. -- ·.~?"·) ' 

· .... ·· .. · 'l'bis 'w.t;1. ~-~tw1ed~f,. x-e~~P~ Qt yotW~':i.'bt&l' ot: D~&cem'ber '• 
~.9.~1,1-... •l'l·.··;r~~····u .. :J .. ~oaeea~ng •ttoi"tte'f•$l.ea1f!: .. ,rou··· r.equest this 
ott,.oe to~.au ol:tlc.tal·op:tni.on.on .the rollowl.~ questiont 

~P~.· ~~tl':t st. <J.)~·~.;: ~ .. ~(:~ an ••ses&ed 
· . . .. ti.\lU.~~C'Al or t'JV,~ .: tlfii :~t:tt.~ t<r>r .. ~h.& .. pai:Jt · 

>~ t•~•• . It 141\ n;Oj 111·4~h . e~ss iOQtii\}~. 
Th~ .~~st.ttv(i· a:~s,~ae~ v$laat~~~~·.a• e•r• · 
ti.!f1.~! .bJ :the stat:e ~u Commisston, are as 

. .toll«ttw•t: ... 

;·t;Jr: : : :•tg·:~t:;~i 
ltJ2-. ••.• 11,4,)$,)2$ 

t'Sf.lt,CI the $10 ·mtnton 'lfe.l~ation is the diViding 
lin• between ~~ and . 4th e3lass . eou.nfi1ea, do~s · 
it not .~t'i1low that, under tll.$ classit1¢ation law, 
St. 01aix- (h.>'Untf will . b$:eome a .)r-d ola.ss cu,u.nty 
automt.t1call7• on J$n~~ 1~ 19.$$.,. 

The ohru'.\gc; .tn olass1f'1ea1l~on. pt ~OUX+t~ea is gove):>n$d b7 the 
prov:1-slon• .. ot Seot1Qn 4.8•0JO_ RSW), 1949• wh~eh 'reads as f'ol1$tst 

"for the pm-pos$' of dt:i't~l'.min1ng the ini tiel. 
e'lass. of the v~rtous .. oeunt1e$, th.e assessed 
vo.l.uatbms of th$ ra£Jpf)etiv$ e~:nmt!&$ · as s~t 
t"orth on pases. 33.3 to ·tJ.OO o£ th~ • J'ou.rnal of 
the BQS$'d of Eq\::.A.lizatien or the state ot 
Mts~Q~1 for the Year End.i.ng December ,l, 
1944• shall be usectJ provided, however, that 
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b.ei'eatter no county shti.ll be deemed e.s mov~ng 
tr6nt.· a lowe~ (tl.a•s·' t$ e h!gher · c~ass or t~¥om 
a }i1gher c1as$· 1;·~ et 16\fe.)f class un~tl the as• 
.s•$1letil value.tt()n;,,¢tt_·· a ald. eol1ntr ·sha1~ ·have 
be$n . S'tich a,s to' ''Plica l't s.n such· ·othtitr eltass 
tdt- ·tt.ve· ·au.cet~satvif:•t•tu-sJ. pr<>'V"tded tur~:t, 
th&.t tlle ctUul.se· ~()ili~:oue·elaastrtcatton teO, 
e.notn..r iihall'be~o-etfeot!ve at tb& begt,n .... 
. n$.tig ~t ti~e .· ·o~u:ti~t' t;t;ao:~lyee;r follow,.ng· the 
:p,&~t. S$nef.~ _ele.,tt(l)~·.rter_the o•rtit1cat!.<tn 
.by' the. ·•tate e.4ua11a·tus ~g$noy te the fLfth 
.euc~Euiistve yee:r: ·that aa1d ¢f;)unty possesses 

.• ·Q .a.s~~a••lr v-.~114-~'-e>~.Pl•cirls it 1~ .an.oth•r. 
·c:ta,s1lJ.:P)'~V£d~4::~~r.· .thf1t· if'· a. ge~r·•l 
;Eb1e.C)~1o~ sh$,11'-'):.le ~t!J)&:l· ~etween the date Gt . 
•such cert1t1~at1~n: f.Ul'l the end of the current 
f~s~ll· rear., . such ·e~e Qf ohss1f1oation 
shall not becOl'rl$ efteotivo until. tbebegin• 
ntng ot .the ~t">Un.tt ;f'isoal tet.w ·following the 
next: $\l.CQ$$~ng general election." . . . ' . . . ~. . . . . 

The o:ertS.t!.oa:td;oXl re!'et'r~d to ·in the above statute 
is that oontatne.a in the .annuali ;repGttt ot the stat• Tax Conmliss1on. 
whi.oh is made pursuant to·:. the r~qU!r.~mente ot s.ection 1,)8.44·0'· 
RSM~ •. 1949, a;1d whtch must contain all ot tta p;pooee4tngs and 
deeis1ona wlrl.le acting afl:. e.· !><l:~~ ot equalization. Sueh repol't 
contains the f~dly complete and acctJratt deter~natiecn Qt· 
the ass~ssed valu~tt~n of. t~e .various ooup.ties o:f' the $tatt). 
Th1s report cu:>Velt'i'hg the' aetivttiaa of the state Tajt Oonun.isaion 
is m.ade as ot' December Jlst bt aach year. 

An assesse4 valuation or ten millitm dollars is thfi 
dividing l.1ne. Wtween third and fourth class counties, Section 
48.020~t RSMo .1949. l'ou s'tate that st. Clair Country hu had an 
assessed valuation 1n exQe$s o:r·tenmillion dollars for the 
years 1950. 19$1, 1952· and 195.3.;.~. You also' state that tbe . . 
assessed val.u.ation for the ye~·/19$4 is in exoess ot ten million · 
dollal?s. However~: tronl. the ,aboV'e !t will. appear that this figlit'e 
tor 1954 :Ls not the final oertificatio11 aontemplated by the 
above-quoted proVisi.ons of Section 48~0.30,, but is a preliminary 
figu.J.-e, ·and that the oert!fio~tion to be used in dete:rm!.nih.g 
the classifica:bton ot St •. Ole.it' County is that to be found in 
the. annu$-l.: repo2rt ot the s~oa.te·Tax Oorum1ss1on for 19$4 which 
will be m~tie as, ot December 31ilt 19.$4.·~ Assu.ming, (and 1 t appee.ttt 
reasonable to d.o so) that this 'oerti:t'ioation when made will · 
~how an assessed vQJ.uation tor St~ .. Clair County 1h excess of ten 
:million dollars; it. Will then be true that St~ Clair Oou.nty 
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h-.s had an assessed vaJ.uation, as certified 'b1 the State Equali· 
zation AseneJ, tot.» :rtve years end thust st. Olair County will 
have at t'tl.$ val.uation qul:L:t1cat~ons ror a. change from a fourth 
e).at;s · eoun:tr to, a .tJ:11rd class ootb'ltr. on tne basis of this 
a$$UIJ1pt1on• an4 ap:p1rtng such_assimled facts to the provisions of 
S&cti(l)n 48.0)01 it appear$ that .the eertifioation or assessed 
valuation in·exoess of ten million dollars :t'or·the .fifth . · 
suo.ce~sive ye~ will be. made as of l)eeember 31, 19.54. The next 
general ele4!rb1<in ·after such certitication will. occur in November, 
19S6, ·and under the provisions of I!Ulid aectit>n 48.0)0, st. C.lair 
Ootln.ty wou:Ld beq• a thit'd o1ass county a& ot the bes1nning or 
its · tiJO.d. 1/'8Q:r flillow·lxig said general election Of 1956. Und~;r 
.tne. p~o.v.ts,.cm.s or ·seqti·on $0.010, RsMo 19491 the county fiscal. · 
ye~· ~:iilis tr:<>ttt January lat to D~H,•mber .31, of c:laoh c$.lend~ jeer, 
and.1 therefore, t~e effective date·or the cha.nge·or olassifice.tion 
ot Stj · Clai~ o~u.nt)" from a oottntr ot' the fourth class to a ooUn.ty 
<rt . the third o1ass would be at the beginning of its fiscal year, 
Jan:tiel7 1, 1957 • · · 

. . 

Vlhtl& the S~Jta.tutes :require the state auditor to give noM.:ti• 
cation of such a change, his action 1~ so doing is purely ministerial 
and 'Will not affeet tl:ie happenit.tg of such oha.nge• See- in this oon­
neetion opinion of this o:t':fice dated November 22, 1954, to Honorable 
StePh•n R. Pratt, prose~uting attorney, Clay County, a eopw ot 
wb.ieh :ts enclosed. herewith. ~. 

As to any problems which may arise in this connection because 
ot the change in oomp$nsation of the various county offioi.al-8, see 
the opinion ()f this office dated January 29, 19.$3, to Honorable 
Curt M. Vogel, prosecuting a.ttol:'ney ol" Percy OoUn.ty, a copy ot 
which is enclosed herewith for your information. 

CONCLUSION 

It is therefore, the conclusion of this office that st. Clair 
County will ehange its class1f'1eat1on from fourth class to third 
Ol$.SS effectiVe at the beginning of 1 ts f:i. seal year 1 January 1, 
1957. 

The forego 1.ng op:lnion, which I ·hereby approve, t<fas prepared 
, by my assistant 1 Mr. Fred L. Howard. 

FIJitsmtmw 
2 Opinions to 

Stephen R. Pnatt, 11-22-54; 
Curt Mo Vogel, 1-29-53 
Edwin Wo Mills 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Osceola, Missouri 

Yours very truly, 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


