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MOTOR VEHICLE: - "Farm Wagon" drawn on highways by farm

TRAIIER: = - tractors not required to be registered as

FARM VEHICLES: motor vehicle or motor vehicle trailer.

FILED

April 20, 1954

Honorgble Max B, Benne
Prosecuting Attorney
Atcehison Counby,

Roek Port, Missouri

Dear Mr, Bennej

: Reference is made to your request for an official
opinion of this deparbtment reading as followsi

"Our loesl law enforcement officials
including myseif and our magistrate are
at present uncertain as to whether or not
g farmer who owns or farms two or more
noncontiguous trects of land so situated
that travel from one to the cother can be
‘porformed by using a public highway,
must purchase a treliler lieense for
. either a metal or rubber tfred farm wagon
pulled behind a farm tractor and used only
for the purpose of hauling seed, feed, or
cther farm produects and eguipment fnom one
of his farme to another,

"The Highway Petrol or the Department of
Reverue has change is (its) poliey recently
and nov asserts thata license is necessary
for the wagon but not for the farm tractor.
Their construection would seem to be correct
ingofar es the wagon 1s concerned except
thet under Chapter 301, RS, Missouri, it is
provided as follows:

"1301,010 (27) "Trailer," any vehicle
without # * %

(28) "vVehiecle," any mechanical
device on wheels, designed primarily for
use on highways exeept # % #17 (emphasis
mine,)
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Honorable Max B. Banné//

"t 18 my thought that today nearly all
merchendise moved on the highway is moved
by truck and ‘the average farm wagon, unlike
twentyefive years ago is used almost exclusively
for field &nd barnyard conveyances and seldom
on the road, and a falr construction of the
gbove statute may exclude wagons from the above
section of the statute ,

"In addition %o the quesbtions by the above.

of ficials I have had many inqulries by private
citizens, and I believe that an official opinion
by your office would do much to clarify the
situation."

Paragraph (27) of Section 301, 010, RSMo 19&9, Cumulative
Supplement, 195, fully quoted, defines "trailer" in the
following language; -~
"tPrailer, any vehicle without motive
power designed for carrying property or
pasgengers on its own structure and for
being drawn by selfspropelled vehicle,

“éxoepb those running exclusively on

tracks, including a semi~trailer or

vehicl@ of the traller type so designed

sgnd used in conjunction with a self-

propelled vehicle that a considerablé

part of its own welght rests upon and ]
1s carried by the towing vehlcley - -

Further, Paragraph (28) of the same section cbnﬁains
the following definition of the word "vehicle," :

"1Vehicle,! any mechaenical device on
wheels, designed primarily for use on
highways, e xcept those propelled or
drawn by human power, or those used
exclusively on fixed rails or tracks,"

The above definitions have been quoted fully inasmuch
as it is felt further light on this question may be drawn
from their full context. It is also believed that further
statutory definitions should be conslidered in order to better
understand the meaning of the registration law inr elation
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defined in Paragraph {
. Cumulative Supplemen a8

Honorable Max B. Benne

to furm wagonsy For 1nstance, a traller is defined as a

vehicle to be drawn by a self~propelled vehlcle, ' "Vehicle"

is in bturn defined as a mec¢hanical devide on wheels designed
Evimarilf for use upon the highwayi Reference should
e de here bo the motive power of the wagon': :degeribed in the
opinion request letteri "fragtor" Is further defined in
two plades 1n the staﬂuta«;As a farm ﬁracter, the words are

: Seetion 3015010 of the 1953
lows?

"i Farm tro tort a tractor used excluszVely
for agricultural purposes "

and in Paragraph (26) of tha same sectlon "tradtar" ia
'defined a8 follows?

3 "any motor vehicle designed
agricultural use or used

ng power plant or for drawing

rehileles or farm or road building

implements and having no provision fo¥

carrying ioads independentlyz“ :

Neither one of ﬁ{ 5e above may be ocnsidered as“56515ned
;rimarilﬁ for use on h ghwaysi Further statutory reférence
S0 farm trattors’/is found in Section 3001260} RsMo l?LQ which
provides as follows*“ '

"Farm tractors when using the highways
in traveling from one field or farm tc.
another, or %o or from places of delivery
or repair are exempt from the provisions
i . of t he law relating to registration and
- “display of number plates; butr shall coms
ply with all the other provisions hereof:
The state highway commission shall have
the power and authorlty to prescribe the
type of road upon which such tractors
may be used and may exclude theée use of
such tractors or the use of trucks of
" any particular weight from the use of
certaln designated roads or types of
roadsy by the posting of signs along
or upon such roads or any part thereofa“

The expresgsterms of this sectlon gpecifically exempt‘
the use of farm tractors, as described in the opinion request
letter, from registration.




Hornorable Max B, Benne

The section providing for the amount of registration
fee to be paid by vehicles, Section 301,060, Laws of 1951,
page 695, provides for the licensing and registration of
trailers in Paragraph (7) at 1. e¢. 700 as follows:

"For each trailer or semitraller there
shall be paid an annual fee of seven
dollars, and in addition thereto such
permit feées authorized by law ggeinst
trailers used in combination with
tractors operated under the supervision
of the Public Service Commission, The

- fess for tractors used in any combination
with traillers or semitrailers or both
trailers end semitrailers (other than on
passenger carrylng trailers or semi-
trailers) shall be computed on the total
gross welght of the vehicles in the com=-
bination with load." (Emphasis ours)

Since all of the terms of the foregoing licensing must
be interpreted strictly agalnst the licensing authority which
is in this case the State of Missouri, it must be concluded
that there 1s no provision of the rcglstration law applying
to the licensing of farm wagons which -ere drawn by farm
tractors. . 1

From the quoted stabtubtes above it must be conceded that
the Legislature intended to exempt these wagons by the words
"designed primerily for use upon the highway."

CONCLUSIOH
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Therefore, it is the opinion of this department that
a metal or rubber tired fearm wagon is not such a "vehicle"
within the meaning of Paragraph 28, of Section 301,010,
R8Mo 1949, Cumulatlve Supplk ment 1951, or trailer as defined
in Paregraph 27, that it be required to be licensed.

The forefoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was
prepared by my essigbant, Jemes W, Faris. '

Yours very truly

JOHN M, DALTON
ATTORNEY GENERAL

JWE A



