
VITAL STATISTICS: 
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Division tG record births proven under 
prQvisions of Section 193.200, RSMo 1949, 
and upon payment of statutory fees to 
issue certified copies of such records. 

March 16, 1954 

Honorable Ja,mtus R. ~oa1 M.D. 
Direetort Division Qf Health 
State of Missouri 
Jefferson City, I1U~soey1 

Reference is made to your request for an official 
opiniQn of this department :rea~ing as. follows: 

nsection 193.2001 .Hisso1.1r1 Revised 
Statute$ 1949 provides. that a person 
under certain conditions can file a 
cert.ifieate either with us under our 
pr.ooedure or may foliow the procedure 
set forth by any oou:rt.. We have re­
ceived some Circuit Oourt orders setting 
forth the date and plaee ot birth of 
individuals who have ;,used this Section 
td.th:out using our proced~r.~. The 
attorney presenting ;tihe,se orders be ... 
l1ev~:s that Section J-93.220 does give 
h.im. the privilege to file suoh orders 
with us in spite or ~l;le ta.ot that the 
procedure outlined in i·t ref'era to 
another matter. Our. question is, does 
the law provide for us to file th,e 
orders as result from Seoti,on 193.200 
and to issue certified copies therefrc»:n?'t 

Section 193.200·, RSN.o 19t~9, referred to in your letter 
of inquiry reads as follows: 



Honorable James R. knos, M.D. 

"A person born in this state, or a. resident 
of I.fissouri born outside of this state whose 
birth is not recorded in any other state, 
may file, or amend a certificate after the 
time herein prescribed.,. upon pubmitt1ng 
such proof !! shall £.!_ required by the 
division, or az any-- gourt." (Lphasis ours). 

Your inquiry is directed to the underscored portion oi' 
this statute, The language is definite and unambiguous and 
by its tams authorizes the filing of certificates of birth 
upon proving to the satisfaction of any court the truth of 
the facts alleged with respect to such biz>tb.s, Under these 
circumstances no occasion arises for oonst~uotion ot the 
statute nor for the application of the rules of :Lnterpreta­
tion which are customarily i.nvoked in arriving at the intent 
ot the lawmakers, vJe direct your attention to Norberg County 
Clerk v, I<'lontgomery, 173 s.w. (2d} 387, wherein it was said 
by the SupXJeme Court of Missouri En Bane, l.o. 390: 

ttwe think the· language of the Statute is 
plain and unambiguous~ 6Uld the intent 
of the Legislature is clear, as we have 
already found. 1Rules f'or the inter­
pretation o.f statutes are only intended 
to aid in ascertaining the legislative 
intent, tte.nd not for the purpose of con­
tPolling the intention.or of confining 
the operation of the statute within 
narrower limits than was intended by the 
law.maker. 11 Sutherland on Statutory Const., 
Sec. 279. If the intention is clearly ex­
pressed, ·and the language used is without 
ambiguity, all teehnioal rules of inter­
pretation should be rejected.• State ex 
rel. Wabash Ry. Co •. et al. v. Shain, 341 
Mo. 19, 106 s.w. 2d 898, loa. cit. 899, 
900." 

Froni the foregoing it is apparent that the division 
is required to record oerti.fied copies of judgments entered 
by cout>ts acting upon petitions f'or the establishment of the 
.t'acts o:r ·the b:J.rths of registrants.• 
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Honorable James R. Amos, r1~D• 

Your further question is directed to the necessity of.' 
the division supplying certU'i$d c<lpies of such orders o:r• 
judgments after recordation, In this regard your attention 
is directed to the provisions of Section 193 .190; RS!Jio 1949, 
reading in part, as .follows t 

"The state registrar shall, upon request, 
furnish any applicant a oerti,tied copy of 
the record of any birth or death registered 
under provisions Of thiS law 1 tor the making 
and certification of which a tee of fifty 
cents shall be paid by the applicant to the 
state department of revenue. i~< -!!- ·:?-u 

This statute discloses that a duty has been enjoined 
upon the division to supply certified copies of records 
upon pa~nent of the fee prescribed in the statute. 

In the premises we are of the opinion that the Division 
of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics, is requiPed to accept 
for recordation certified copies ot judgments entered by 
courts establishing the facts relating to the birth of persons 
desiring to register such births in the manner provided by 
Section 193.200, RSNo 194.9. 

We are further of the op:tnion that certified copies of 
such records must be supplied to persons tendering the statu .. 
tory fees prescribed by Section 193.190. · 

The foregoing opinion, which I her~by approve, was 
prepared by my assistant, Will F. Berry, Jr. 
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Yours very truly, 

JOHN l-1. DALTON 
Attorney General 


