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APPROPRIATIONS: Federal aid provided under Public Law 725 
as amended by Public Law ~82 standsappro­
priated for current biennium to Division 
of Health. 

FEDERAL . AID:. 
DIVISION OF HEALTH: 

December 1, 1954 

Jaraea R. Amos, M.D •• Director 
Division ot Health · 
Department of Publi.o Health 

an.u Welfare of M1seou1 
Jetteraon City, Missouri 

Dear Sirt 

Reference is made to your request for an official opinion 
of this department reading as follows: 

"The Eightf•third Congress passed, and the 
President signe4 Public Law 482 known as 
the Medi4al Facilities Survey and Cen.etruc• 
tion Act of 1954. This Act antel'lds Public 
Law 725, which was the basic Hill-Burton 
Hospital Construction Act. · 

"In order for Missouri to receive Federal 
FUnds available u,nder this Act, the General 
Assembly ha$; each biennium, written two 
appropriation acts making these funds avail­
able to the State Diviaion of Health. In 
the Appropriation Laws of l953-l95St as 
passed by the Sixty-seventh General Assembly, 
Section ~-140 and Section 6.150 made these 
appropriations. Each section states •Federal 
Funds from the Federal Government made pursu­
ant to Public Law 725, etc •• •' 

"We would like an opinion from your Office as 
to whether we can accept and disburse Federal 
Funds granted Missouri under the new Federal 
Law 4-82 and appropriated to the Division of 
Health under the above named sections. Ina.s­
much as the new law, Number 482, is a revision 
ot the basic law #72~, merely expanding the 
scope ot the original Hill-Burton Program, it 
may be that no change in appropriating acts 
will be necessary. 



."Funds are now available to Missouri for 
the added programs." 

Sections 6~140 and 6.1SO, found as a part of House Bill 
396 ot the 67th General Assemhly, now appear in Laws of Missouri 
1953 at page 178., These :two sections read as tollowau 

section 6.140 . 
"Federal, funds f~om the federal government 
made pu.:rsuant to.Public Law 725 for con~ 

.. d.uc~lng ·and rep(o)rting·, survey ot exi$ting 
publ,iQ.·•nd.. p~iwte hoepitals. and health•. 
ee.nte.rs • ;.. ... All allotments. grants and con­
tribl.1tion,.of t'l.l.nds whi~b may 'be received 
by, thif!r state from the federal government 
for the period· beginning July l, 1953 and 
ending. June 30, 19.55., which is made pur­
suant to.Publ1c·Law·72S,known and eited 
aa·the Hospital Survey and Construction 
Act, . £or the p\U'pose of conducting and re­
porting a survey ot e:td.eti,ng public and 
private ·hospitals· and health centers and 
units and the need for the construction ot 
public andnonprofit hospitals in this 
state, shall stand and are hereby appro ... 
priated. for the use of th.e Division of 
Health.tt 

Section 6.lso 
itFedera.l· ·funds from th. e federal government 
made pursuant to Public Law 725 for the 
construction of public and nonprofit hos• 
pitals.•-All allotments, grants, and con­
tributions. of funds which may be received· 
by this state fromthe tederal government, 
tor the.period·beginning July 1, 1953 and 
ending June 30, 1955, which are made pur­
suant to Public Law 725, known and cited 
as the Hospital Survey and Construction 
Act. whioh·provides for assistance by the 
federal government to statea carrying on 
a hospital building program, for the pur­
pose of paying any federal grants received 
by the state of Missouri for such purpos~, 
for the construction o£ public·and non­
profit hospitals in this state, shall stand 
and are hereby appropriated for the use of 
the Division of Health. u 

-2-



James R~ Amos, M.D., Director 

We have examined Public Law 4S2 passed by tluf 8)rd Oon­
gress, and ·find that. it is sir,n.~lf ~etl~tOfY ot .. Publ. ic Law 725 
known a.a .the>ttHtll·$ux-ton Hospital Construction Act." The 
amendment serve&l to. 'increa$e ·the. scope' or ac~iyities £or which 
federal aid in the tonn·of mo~etary grants has been made avail­
able to the several·sta.tes.meeting the· requirement$ set forth 
therein. · · · · · ·. . . , · ·· · 

. . . ' . . . 

In the construction· or acta ot·tbe General. ~ssembly, the 
guifl,ing.p,~inciple ·is. the. cietermi.natic>n of the intent or the 
leg:ltJla~.l.We·in· giVing its approval·to. ~ucl:l aa.ts. J;xamining the 
app:t-oprtation ·acts·. qtiot'£\d.. sup riA.: c~vering tile current biennium, 
it becomes readily apparent that the General Assembly intended 
thereby to make:atailable to the·State or Missouri, through the 
agency of the Division of Healt• all of the .benefits which 
might. inure to the state throu. partieipation in the plans for 
surveys ot existing health rae~ it.ies and the CGlnstruction o£ 
such £acilit1es where.needed~ ~~the:revideneing ~his intent 
is the fact that through the p~ssage Qf what .now appear as Sec­
tions 192.2.)0,' l92.240.and·l92&2,0t RSMo 1949t the same division 
has been designated and em:p9wetted t()'conduct a sur,vey of existing 
.facilities $:nd to provide plan(·for n-.w facilities as well as to 
receive grants f':tom all source •. , including the federal government, 
for the purpose of effectuating such plans.· 

.·. . . . . .. r,· . .• ' 

Comparing ·Public Laws 72Siand '482, it will be' observed that 
the aid provided thereiniis in~the nature or a gratuity to the 
several states. FUrther the ~f,lsic.t$derlying purposes of the 
two act$ are the same, viz.·~ tij;e furtherance of the public health 
of the people of the nation. ~t haa·been determ.ined that such 
aid should.be distributed throu.gh such agencies of.the various 
states as have been authorized)by the people thereof speaking 
through the several General A-ssembli.es. . 

' . ' . ' 

It must also 'be remembered that. all funds which are appro­
priated. under the. appropriation acts quoted su .. pra are derived 
solely from the·federal government. Any of su9J1 funds remaining 
unexpended . are • u,nder the terms of t.}le federalr act, required to 
be repaid: into the federal treasury ..... We therefore are not con­
fronted.:with the many technical objections which migl'lt'be raised 
to tbe.withdrawal of state moneys from the state 'treasury, inas­
much as the funds here under consideration are }l$ld by the State 
of Missouri for expenditure in a fiQ.uciary capaoitf. 

CONCLUSION 

In the premises, we are of the opinion that<the appropria­
tions for the current biennium, found as Sections 6.140 and 6.150, 
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James R. Amos, M.D., Director 

Laws or 1953, page 178, are suf.fi4ien~ to appropriate to the 
Division of Health all· federal aid rec.eived by the State of 

. Jllfissour.i .under the provisions of ·~ublic Law 725 as amended by 
Pu~lic <Law 482 of the 8)rd Congress. . 

.The :('orego1ng.opinion, .which I hereby approve, was prepared 
by my assistant, Will F. Berry, Jr .• 

WFB/vtl 
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Yours very truly t · 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 
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