Taxes are not delinguent.on forest croplands
if a sum in liey of such taxes 1s paid to
counties in which such lands lie from the
Forest Croplands Fund. Such lands may not
be sold on account of taxes so relieved.
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Honorable Friend B, Greene

Prosecuting Attorney

Shannon County

Eminence, Missousri

Dear lir. Greene!

This will be the opinion you requested from this
office, respecting the character of delingquent taxes upon
whigh a County Collec tor may sdvertise end sell lands classi-
fied as forest croplands under Chapter 254, RSMo 19i9--our
State Forestry lLaw. Your letter requesting the opinion states:

"A situation hes come up in our county with
relation to forest erop lands - those lands
on which the State of Missourl makes up a
part of the taxes lost by reason of the re-
duction in taxes that are collected during
the running of the 20 years while the lands
are under the programe Some tracts under
this program are delinquent as to that part
of the taxes the owner is supposed to pay,
and there is a liklihood that they will be
offered for sale this year, now, under the
circumstances, the Collec tor of Revenue for
this county reguests your opinion thru this
office as to the sale, in this wise: Does
the land advertise for the amount of current
taxes shown to be due on his books or does
he add that differential rebated by reason
of the forest erop program,”

The specific gquestion you ask is, in case the County
Collec tor proceeds to sell lands inecluded in a forest cropland
plan for delinquent taxes, "does the land advertise for the
amount of current taxes shown to be due on his bcoks or does
he add that differential rebated by reason of the forest crop
program", Said Chapter 25 provides for the ¢reation of crope
land distriets and the classification of forest eroplands by
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Honorable Friend 5., Greene:

as provided for in this chapter shall be

and become a levy upon such delinquent

lands and lots for the purpose of enforc-
ing the lien of delinquent and unpaid taxes,
together with penalty, interest and costs."

These provisions authorizing the sale of real estate
for delinquent taxes have been referred to by the Courts as
the "Jones-Munger Law", Such sections in our present Revie
gion of 19,9, providing for the Collector's proceedings for
the sale of real estate for delinquent taxes, were numbered
in the 1939 Revised Statutes as Section 11106. ete.

We have thus observed by such statutes that land or
town lots may only be sold under Section 10.150, by the Col=
lector for delinquent taxes or back taxes such as are included
in the "Land Delinquent List" (Section 140.030) and which are
extended in the "Back Tax Book" (Section 1.0,070).

Our Supreme Court in the case of Wahurin, et al, vs.
Tucker, 161 S.7. (24) 423, consirued certain sections of the
Jones-Munger Law of the Revision of 1939 with respect to the
purpose and effect of sald statutes as to requiring the sale
of lands for delinquent taxes. The Court, l.c. s on that
question, said:

"The Jones-Munger law contemplates that
the sale take into account all the then
existing delinquent taxes, # # = ,"

(Citing Sections 11126, 11129, R.S.Mo. 1939).

Reverting again to Chapter 254, Section 254.180 there-
of, provides for the creation of a "forest cropland fund" to
consist of yleld taxes named in said chapter, monies appropriated
from general revenue funds of the State for suech purposes, and
monies available to the State from Federal funds for purposes of
said chapter.

Section 254,110 further provides that the Commission,
noted in seld chapter, may determine as of January first of
each year the number of acres of privately owned forest crope-
land which have been accepted in each county under said chapter,
and may pay to each county in which such forest croplands are
situated, a certain sum out of such fund as a grant in lieu of
taxes. zl:!’nderacoring ours,)






Honorable Friend B. Greene:

taxes the sums paid to any county from the Forest Cropland
Fund as a grant durinz any year in lieu of taxes which might
otherwize become delingquent the first of the following January,
because such taxes would not, and could not become delinquent,
but may only base such notice and sale on the taxes shown to
be due end delinguent on the Collector's back tax book.

Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE W, CROWLEY
Assistant Attorney General

APPROVED?

e B, R
Attorney Cencral

GWCs:ir

@l



