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CHIROPRACTIC : Applicant t or examination for chiropractic license 
to practice chi ropractic must be a graduate of an 
accredited chiroprac tic school or college • 

EXAMINATION: 
LICENSE: 

F\ LED .March 1. 1952 

c2r 
Dr. s. J . Durham 
Secretary, 3tate Board of 

Chiropractic Ex~nera 
204t East High Street 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Dear Dr. Durham: 

Your request f or an official opinion haa been assigned to me 
tor reply. Your request is as tollowa: 

"Does ~ection 331. 030, RS~o 1949, roquire that 
a student 'llUst be a graduate of a chi:ropractic 
colleg~ before being eligible to take the 
examination for a license t o practice chiropractic. • 

Sec tion 3)1. 0)0, RS o 1949, paragraphs one and two are aa 
tol lowa : 

"1• No person shall engage in the practice of 
chiropractic without having firot secured from 
the board ot chiropractic examinere a licen~e 
as provided in this chapter . Any person desiring 
to procure a license authorizing him to practice 
chiropractic in this state shall make application 
therefor to the secretary of the Kiasouri state 
board ot chiropractic examiners on a form pre­
scribed therefor, giving name , sex, age , which 
shall not be less than twentr- one years , ~ ~ 
school or college ot which he is a graduate, and 
shall turnlab the board eatlaractory evidence of 
preliminary education as required in this ohapter, 
and or good moral charac ter, and that be is a 
raduate of a chiro rac tic school or colle e teach-
ng ch roprac c aecor ance the re~ rementa 

of tb!a cha~ter, which aball be determined y the 
board, toge her with sucn other intormation as the 
board mar require , and which application shall be 
sworn to or arfirmed before some other orr1cer 
authorized to administer oatha and att1rmationa • 
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Dr. s. J. Durham 

"2• Any applicant who applies for examination 
to procure a license to practice obiropract1o. 
and who has matriculated in a chiropractic aohool 
or college after the passage and approYal ot thia 
chapter. ahall turnish satisfactory evidence ot 
their prel~ary educational qualifications. \o 
witt A certificate or graduation tram an accredited 
high school or 1 ts equivalent. Their chlropractlo 
course shall coYer a period of not less than three 
years of nine months each~ and requiring actual 
attendance of not leas than two thousand and f'oi-ty­
tive hours which shall be construed aa the maximwa 
requlrenents for qualif'ieations to practice chiro­
practic under this chapter.• (Underscoring ours. ) 

We see in paragraph one above that an applicant tor examination 
f'or a license aha11 furnish. among other things. evidence to the 
Board that he is a Foadnate of' a chiropractic school or college 
teachingchlropraot o In acco~'ince t•l th the requirements ot this 
chapter. In view of' this we are of the opinion therefore that the 
applicant must. among other things. be a graduate ot a. chil"opractic 
school or college to ent~tle hLm to an examination tor a license. 

Paragraph two above deals with anJ applicant who applies tor 
exallination to procure a llcenae, who has matr1cu4ated atter the 
passage and approval o~ this chapter (aame haTing been passed ~n 
1927) and requires that he shall furnish satlstactor7 •Tidenoe ot 
his prelim1n&r7 educational qualit1oat1ona ill additioo to thoae 1n 
paragraph one which additional requirement• are underscored by ua 
in paragraph two. CertalD educational qualit'icationa need alao be 
.furnished. among them the taot that the chiropractic course "•hall 
coTer a period of' not leas than three years of' nine months each, 
and requiring actual attendance of not leas than 204$ houra whlob 
shall be construed as the maximum requirements to practice chiro­
practic under this chapter." We teal that this paragraph, referring 
back to paragraph one, makes it mandatory that an,- applicant since 
1927 must have these qualltloationa tn add1t1oA to betng a graduate 
as set out 1n paragraph one to enable him to Sake the examination. 
It 1a our opinion that the statute 11 poorlJ dram an<\ verJ ambiguoua 
and that the only way it ean be construed is under established rulea 
of construct1an, that is to app1J the rule that all parts o~ an act 
ahould be made errect1ve~ if' po~sible. Elas Y• Iontg~er, EleYato~ 
co., 50 s. W.(2d) 130, JJO Mo. 596; State ex rel. Billa •• Allen 
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It ia therefore our opinion. interpreting all parts of the 
statute together, that the legialative intent 1n passing the original 
act and t h e aaendmenta thereto was t hat in order to take the examination 
and obtain a license to practice chiropractic one must be a graduate 
of a s chool or college of ehiropractlc and that in addi tion thereto 
muat be a graduate of an accredited high school or its equivalent 
and to have attended a chiropractic school or oollege for a period 
of not less than three years of nine months each1 requiring actual 
attendance of not l ess t han 2045 hours to graduace and that it ia 
mandator1 that the course shall cover t nat numbe~ of houra to eo 
graduate. take the examination, be licensed and allowed to practice 
chiropractic ln t his a~ate. 

CO!{CLUSIOX 

It ie therefore the opinion of this department that an applicant 
tor examination for license ~o practice chiropractic 1n thi s atate 
must be a graduate of an accredi t ed ch iropractic aohool or college 
and that his course anall have consisted of three ,.-eara of nine 
months each with actual attendance or 2045 houra t o eo graduate. 

RespectfUlly submitted• 

A. BERTRAM EL.A;.t 
APPROVED: Assistant Attorney General 
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